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Ladies and gentlemen, I am going to try to clarify two questions

that are on the questiomnaire. It ssems to me those questions are dew
glened orimariliy to dotermine what Ameriecan aitizens of Jaounese an-
cestyy are loysl to the United States. By answering "Yes" $o those
twe gueations you prove your Xonny; it vou 49 not in any way volune
tesr for the Army. 3By snewering "no" to those questions, you place
yourselves in the very same pomition ss an eweny alien. Any young nen
wha have snevered those questions "No¥, but who are reslly loyal at
heart, and 414 not understand the question, will hauve an opsortunity
tomorrow night to shance from "ae® to "Tea™ 1f they o desire. I will
try to yresent some of the questions, the yrineipal questions, bearing
on this fesue, that have deen assked me sinoe I have Been here, and ane
swer them,

Question; Vhere will we fight 4f we Joing the Amy?

e —

Angwery 1 don't know vhere you will fight exeept that you will not
fight in the Papifle sgainet the Japanese Empire,

Guestion: ¥ill we receive the sime pay snd sllowances as other United
~ States geldlersi

Ansver: Yoa, ryou will reeceive the same pay and asllovances and the
seme opportunities, and you will de permitted to allot part
of your pay to your relutives even thoush they bde here in
the Relocstion Center.

Guestion: Will 4t ve possible for ue to ealie$ in the Alr Force or in
the Ravy or in the Marine Sorpe? .

Angwer: At the preseat time that s not possidle, But =11 three
branches of the service are consideriag the posaldility
of pemitting i%.

Question: If we jodn this new ecombal tean, hovw long will we be in
‘ training?
Anawers @pnﬂn#tﬂy one yeur, and training will de ot Camp
Thelby, Hlasissippl.

Cuestiomy Shat will happen to us vho wolunteer for the Army But are
turned down for »hysiecal ressone? ¥ill we de returaed to
the Relocation Canters?

Anevery Those that are rejected for vhysiesl reasons will, if they
have the adility, be placed in defenss work 4f they =c desire.

Cuegtion: Ae a soldier, can I ncke an zllotment to my pérentn who are
not cisizens of the Uhited Otutes?

ingvery - Yes, you ecsn.
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Guestion: If I volunteer for the eombat group how soon will I be
ealled?

Ansver: Sometine during the month of ¥areh,
Guestions If I do not volunteer, will I be drafted?
Answery Tou most probably will.

Guestiomt I 1 join the Army, mey I still get married?
Angwers You may.

fuestion: Does this velunteer progrwn inelude Japunese~imerican
eitizens ia Exveli and outelde the Relocztion Centers?

Anever: Yés, it does.

Questions W¥Will tim who were in the Army in none-commiscioned or
gomaissioned grudes have sssurance that sthey will be
ploeed in the same gradel

Anawery So far as they are qualified, they will be returned
in the grade in vhich they formeriy held.

Guestion: 18 my brother vho {e¢ not a eitizen eligible for in-
duction inte the Army?

Ansvers  Wo, ouly citlzens are to be induoted ints this progres.

Ladier and sentlemen, what I am godng to oy to you now I do not

g0y &® & reprosentative of the United States Covernmeant, I speak as a
private eitiven and soldier. I want to Salk to you zbout publiec orinion
in the United States as I8 «ffeots you. There are many people, as you
kmov, in this country whe do not bel leve that you are loyal eitizens,

sad publie opinfon after the wor 1o goine to sffect materially your future
14fe. Yor that reasom;, I urge you te take full advantage of this oppore
tunlty that the Government offers you. Your situztion is not without
precedent in thie country., Other Jstionalities im the gouvatry huve coms
here under gimilar eircunmstances, dut through loyal serviee in tine of
erisis, have dews able to establish themselves im the soclety of smerican
democrecy and socure a secure place, Hapeelally you young men of military
age, you have an opportunity to serve twiece. You serve your country

and you serve those of your blood, im esteblishing thew im the postewar peried,
People ask me why do you want us %o fisht in s separate dettalion by oure
selves. The objeet of that, ladies and rentlemen, is that you may obtaln
the recognition that vill de due you, If you are diffused shroughout the
various elements of the Army,  ou would be loast ag far ue nunber :nd mon-
power is concerned. The grest majority of the mmerican publie would never
knov whether you served the eountry or ast, Wt if organized and you po

in as a body, 8o one osn deny, and all the world would know, what you aow
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If you long to return to Californis as I believe nany of you do,
the quickest way to get there is to piteh inand win this war,
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BUTTE COMNUNITY OPEN WeTTING
Pebruary 10, 1953

Cantadin Forman ‘R Thompson, C.M.F.
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Guestion 1,

Guestion 23

(a)
(a)
(s)
(%)
(e)

(a)

(v)

(e)

GUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

In the event ome volunteors, will he be
plaged on the list of the locsl board ia
California from vhere he wee svacuated?

He will be eredited to that quota.

¥hy is induetion on & veluntary dasis inetead of
Seleative Service?

Is the registration for both sliems snd eitizens?
Are the regietration forms to be used fu other amy
induction?

It hse been the poliey of this Governmment eince its inceps
tion in sny war $o permit ita eitizens to volunteer. That
is & right vhich many of ue regard highly, and it was
extended to ather citirens of thie country at the begimning
of this war, In &ll falrness it must b cxtended %o you.

Besistration is for both aliens z2nd cltizens, Wut st the
present time I cannet accept the volunbeor services of aliens.
Do not misunderstnd me, at the preseat tize I cannot

secept it. S5ix wonths from now the conditions may be
changed,

Yoz they are. The forme are going to be used as
1 stated in that original statement from the Var
t to assist the Covermsent in determining
who 1n loyal and who 13 not loyal. The wetual
induetion form has sothiny vhutever 1o do with the

guestionnaires, That is not the form that will be

used when you voluntesr or are inducted. This
registratior 18 o speed up reloestion as well as the sy
progran, In other verds we will regieter everyone

from 17 to 38 regardless. ¥orms will be used to epeed up
relocation for the reécson that we are slresdy recsiving
inquiries from industries in the Hiddle Vest who will
wint groups of people for industrisl work, If they
are citizens they may de employed in war plants and

this ig just one way of speedinz up the total cheek

and the total enlistment of everybody for both the

ammy forcee snd relocstion. I esm may that after

this has been completed the pgople from 17«37 whiech

is beiny comvleted by Capt. Thompeon snd his men, we will
then zo on for people 38 and up in order to relocate

then so that vhen theee jobs eome along we cam move
people fTor relocationm.
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Gusstion 33 (&) Vhat would decome of our sld Seleetive Service
flaseifications?

(») Ave ve going to have another physical ezsmination
if we voluntesr for the service?

Ansvery {2) Your old Selective Service classificctions vere
originated to take cure of o certain unexpested
situation. They will be sholished. Tou will be

' reclassified,

{b) Yen, you definitely wili have seversl yhysiecsl
eximinations,

Cuestion 43 (&) Findly explain of Nised's drefting in Reloeation
Genters,

(b)) ¥ill the N¥isei soldier now in the U.35, army de
placed in the ssme reginent ss of proposed combat
unit?

(e) Should %A classificution (en the outside prior
to relocation) wdvised to volunteer that is if
he feels he can do detter on the home fronmt?

Ansvert (=) 1 interpret that to mesn what setually hapoens
how de they do 187 Vhat will hapren as far as
the draft is concernedi Thie is not volunteer
industion., Selective Service draft which will
follow volunteers. They will be called Just
the same ss any other iserican ecitizen whe is
of military age. They will be given phyeleal
oxaninations. 1f they sre found $o be physieslly
fit they will %e induscted into the serviee. That
will not hepven here. I8 vwill be neeessary for the
individoal called to 20 to the nearest point where
the Government has the fagtlities to curry on the
work.

(®) Some of them may. They will not all be pluced
there, 1 do not kaow whether you gentlemen know
er not, but the 100th Infuntry ie entirely nade
up of Japanese-imericans. It 19 &n outstoinding
organization. They sre trained in Cenp Shelbdy,
Hississippd, lator in Viseonsin, und is considered
one of the erack combats of the U,8, Army today.
1 knov perfectly well they are not going to break
wp the infaatry. 1 may be that certain members of
Japanegse~imorican blood may he dreawm in to form o mueleues
for this combat toam or to assist in the trainiag of
them, I 4o not say that vere possible but setually I

« 4o not know, =nd no one kmowe, but in my eatimation

$his combat uait will be formed Trom the volunteers
that come from these relocation centers,
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Quastion 5

Guestion 63

(s)

{s)

(=)

(»)

(e) -

{a)

™

(o)

= -

Gentlemen, I camnot answer that question. I
shell not, would ast urge, argue or direct a
man, ’!’hh 18 saaversble oaly to himaelf,

¥4ll the Japunese-imericans hove the oppor-
tunity to serve in the alr Porces?

At the prosent time there is mo provision
for that. 1 am told Yy goof authority in
Yashington that there is an excelleat op-
portunity in the not too far future and I
w111 cover other things beccurne some one is
golng to ask chbout the Suyy. The same
apvlies o the Favy wnd Coast Umard. 4%
this tis=e, however, that 42 not possible
tat 1 am eonfident that in the not too far
distant future there will be thst oprortunity.
Let me qualify that., There will be that op-

portunity purticularly for ihose who are in

at the start of this thing on & voluatury
stutus, When you ¢ome in Arafted the course
is not 70 ensy,

1f it 4# the purpose of the U. 5. to socept
the Birei as logal wvhy not édraft them as
sther smericans, including Negroes?

If the Hisel 4o not voluateser will they not
be stignatized as disloyal? There 1t & prie-
eiple involved here,

In the last wor Higel served loyally and gave
& good secount of themgelves as nembers of the
regalar ammy. Are they less loyal today? If
the Government and Army are convinced of the
¥isei's loyalty why are they suspeeted juet .
becsune we sre b wsr with Japany

They will be drafted. ¥No auestion about that.
They will be, but first, gcontlemen, you have
the opportunity to volunbeer,

I I may, ¥ would 1ike to answer thut question
wvhen I have finished anowering the rest of the
ouestisns. I have reassn for that,

Thet ie true, very true. N5 one esn deny that,
Mo, T 40 not think se, the United “tates Govern-
weat does not thinmk so. I think that is quite
obvious, sentlemen, the sverase imerissa oitizen
can not look at & iimi and tell the d4ifference
whether ke 1s Nisel or Iscei, I cumn't do that,
and the fact that we are «t wer with Japan does
definitely throvw a certsin suspieion on sveryone
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Question Tt

insver:

Cuestion %

Question 9

i
:
;

(a)
(v)
(e)

(=)

L

(a)

(s)

(a)

{a)

-l

with Jepanese~imeprican bload., Tou will re-
senber in the last var with Germany the same
thing apclied, Sverybody in this country of
German heritage was suspected., Everybody of
Itelian heritage was suspected, It was only
aatburel, and sequestionably it is trus, Ve
esn go dack further thea that to the days of
the Revolution. Ye fought the Snglish. They
ruspected us sad wve suspeeted them. Hovaver,
sur gre.t purgose i¢ to elurify the fuet that
there 12 a difference and s vast difference.
Honse this program. -

.M worle in ﬂu Camouflsge Net Vro jest here st thie

Senter be eonsllered war work induastry for deferment?

Are those alresdy in the serviee to be mat imto these
condat tewss of Japaneee Americuiast

sre wo limited to the four bramshes of t!u carvices
nentioned In your talk?

I dsa't know but we can Tiad out.
1 have slready snsvered that.
At the present tise we are limited to thst.

I it intention of the U, 5. Amy to send Japanese
{Fisei) combat toam to the Pscdfic ares to fight
azsinet Japanese Army?

Vhen you eanter the U, 5. army you do so without any
mental resspvation. Thea you beesae u goldlier you

are subjeat %o orders to @ myvhere needed, BEven

a8 I am here tonight., 1 can be grdered to mny corner
of the globve. The same will apuly %o american eitizens
of Japansse ancestry, but let me qualify that. In

sy opinion and im the opinion of offieers in the high
place in the ¥ar Department Jap-nese Anericans will

not be sent into the Paeifie. Good common sense diec-
tatcs vhy, In the first pluce, were they sent in there
fafiltration, not through the Jupaness Jmericsn unit
But throush attoched wnits will be a very slaple thing
to aecompl ish, if the Army sesured Americon uniforns,
Reasom 23 Thut 1f ve sent “hat force over there we
would have to mend un egual foree to protect them from
both sides bellieve it or mot.

¥hat are the chances for draftecs mn in the Aray
thut are nov transforred into the Heserve Fnlisted

Corpel
)
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Guestion 10¢

Ansver:

Suestion 11

Answery

i
z
|

(a)

(s)
(»)
(e)
{(4)

(o)

(f)

(a)

(v)
(e)

(4)
(o)

(n

(a)

(=)

-,.

Many of these men heove held acn-commissioned grades,

I am sure. They will be eligitle for reinstotoment

at thelr former gride. Assuming, of course, that they
are physieally fit, and willing to ge.

If ¥isel are drufted later on, will they also go inte
"speeisl® comdat teemal

Does not & "special® combat team set = dangerous pre=
cedsnt in the treatment of miasrity groups?

Ian't the proposed *combat® team a bar to further
saeisilation?

Coulda't we bDe trested as other imericens now if the
welant of opinion an $he jyart of the Eisel desire itV

¥411. the families of those who emter Army Service be
aided in resettlement, or will they have to reaaia aad
"rot" in camp with a1l its cbnorwal eonditionms.

¥hat wiil the Aray gervice prozram do to the rrovosed
relocation pregram of resettlement?

I dan't kaov, nobody kaows whether you will or not,

A grezt dsal would devend on the suscess of the initial
team, bdut 1f this inl$ial comdet team -orks out ae wall
&8 the 100th Iafentey has, 1 42a't think there is any
quastion.

The funily of say Japansse~ime-ican who volunteers for the
Army will receive preferential concideration ia anything
that they wish to do ia the way of reloestion outside,

¥r. Beanett; Sudject to the Army rules as to where they
may 9. Iin other words 1f we huve ten families going to
the State of Illineis, the ome who has & s0n in the Arny
would Be the first one offerzd the spportuaity.

1 don't ses that it will do anything to it excert help
it. It can't hurt it.

How would $hie plan affect those wno sre planning o ree
turn to school in the Medieal or Dental orofestion, or .y
of the deferred lists of profession?

I dcn't kmow but 4 cam find sut. I am not familiar emough
to gquote the ruling of Selective Service as to how =ush time

& man hes to be alloved t9 remain 1a medicine or dental lines.
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Question 129

Angvers

‘megtion 1%

Ansvert

Cuestion 1h3

Answery
/

Cusgtion 1%

Angwer)

&
!

(s

(a)

{a)
(»)

()

{v)

(a)

(=)
(a)

(»)

(a)

(v)

= b

¥ill you be abdle $o bravel any place ia the United
States if you were in the asmed force?

Yon, you will be able to. Sudject to the sime cone
ditions that every ather soldier {s sudbjeot %o, /fter
you have served so long you aceumul ate furlaugh time
wvhioh esn be elalved to you depending on the time you
serve you may secumalste 10 or 15 dsys in that perfod
of time, Af you get = furlough ysu ean go anyvhere you
with to. My Sgh. right here, has on his person, a
pans that permite him %o Zome i to see his pareants
vhen his term of serviee iz aver here.

Are we 1o be given dask sur original droft board (Se
leetive Servies) reting immediatoly.

Are the lasels of drsftable or voluntesrinr age to be
agcented likewise, froely?

Some pesple I bdelieve reccived their ntim. othere
444 not. 1% i» =y belief that everybody will be re-
clugeified vhen this induetion gocs inte effeck.

Bot at *he preseat tine. it the present time the only
volustesrs we csn s@oent are these of Anericcon eitizen-
ship and within agze 1imit, 17 to 32, Let me eualify
that. There may be men who are over 3% years of age
who have spetlal gqualifiestions which would emgitle
then 49 a connission., 1f they ure over 55 they cean
make spplicstion for that. ZExsepler Doctors, dentiste,
who have speelsl talents may apply Tor it eyen though
they =ay be over 3¢ yesrs of uge.

If one goes out to oontrilute to the wur effort in aay
industry, would his physiesl o fety de guereanteed by
the Govermment? '

o mare than the Dovermment will gusrsntee my chysical
safety. in time of war there iz o0 gusrantee.

As volunteers in the armed Torces hove we & cholge of
any field, or i there no oholee?

1% war etated thot ve 2re eligible for officer training-
ship, Are the number of gommissioned officers lidted
to the needs of the speeified "gomdat Tewm®?

I sscuse they mesn bronch of the service., Inm the combat
grouy there are the five braaches of the service Ine
fantry, Artillery, Signal Corps, Hediecal Petuchment,
Cavalry.

Fe, m needs are aat limited to thut one. Thers is

Iaf and 1 bell 1
3?&&&&%& ¥ bmaa two, il i
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Guestion 16;

ARBWETY

fmeetion 17

Enewers

tusstion 183

spswery

tmention 13

Angwery

Oneetion 20t

(a)
(v)

| (a)

()

{a)

(&)

{a)

(a)
(a)

(%)

(a)
(w)

(a)

(»

- ] -

Do velunteors have preference in advuincement?

If it comee to such 2 stare that drofting is noee
esnsry, will we bBe drafted through car formsr loeal
boarde or will 2 special Board de set up?

I think I can answer that by an old proverd whieh is,
*The early drd gete the wora, First in, first serve®,
1f you sre in this new combut group there will nunber
spproxisstely five thousand men. Therefore, vou wre
in competition with five thous:snd mean. If you ure
drafted you are brought imto an army of wmany million
mon, and you sre in competition with many milijon men.
That, I shimk, f¢ a loglea) amever %o that auestion.

Toe will be drafted st the nearest board ¢t this Oenter
bat you will be eradited to your eriginsl bosrd vhere
you registered, _

%11l the Selective Cervice reclaveify the ones that
are now im the 50 elass?

t". “v "110

What 1s the atritude of the Uevernment in respect to
logalty of enemy aliens Soward U.5.A.7

This cuestion 1g not elear enough %0 answer,

Say sre you ewpeoting us te velunteer after depriving
of practieally everything vhat e huve, Will you tell
us where i= liberty anl Jjustice for ue to fight for?
hat G0 you mean W wmuyhs "fulr treatment®™?

Aire you httiag u® o g0 duek te Califorais if we
valunteer?

1 #111 amswer suestion (a) later,

I gannot gusrantec that 4f you wolusteer you will geo
back to Califormia. I do mot knov, but 4t i3 my honest
opinion thut it ic the dest way to iafiuencs the pudlie.

1f ond ~hen the loysl eitisens sre industed into the
sfmed forees, are they free to travel within the
Yestern Dafense Zonel '

VYhy are the Japsmese soldiers $o be conteantrated into
the unit by themselves instesd of Delng mingled with
other smericansi
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Gueetion 21

Ansvery

tuestion 223

‘westion 2%

Anrwery

(=)

(v
)

-

()

()

(a)

(o)

(v}

{e)

(&)

(»)

(e)

-s&

They cen travel whea they heve seerued faurlough time.

If the men happens to be located In Rulne, he will

have mite o time to zet to Californis snd dack asgsin
before his faurlough date expires. \

I wil) ansver thig luter,

Todar 1 have received a eard dated Pedruary 5, from
sy lozsl bosard elas:ifyias me s NG, Just what is
this elassifiostiont

That was gemeral classificstion that all Japanese-
imerican eitizens were placed in. That 1s all 1t
meant. They were sli plssced in there in view of the
time vhen it would de possible to do Just what we wre
starting to do touorrow., Manket elassificstion.

¥ould the fmwediste depenients get the same compensation
dus them even though they are liviag ia the Rslosdtion
Centers?

Yes, they will, Japsnese-imericsn soldiers are emtitled
to all the benefite that any other imericun soldiers

are entitled to. Heo can allet say portion of his salary
to aayone he desires. He e cleo entitled to take out

‘$10,000 worth of insurasce. The eost of that insurcsce

varies with the man in quauu. $5,000 vorth of ine
surance would cost ay Sgt. $3.2% & =onth, ¥ine coste
2 $11.50 a wonth.; I think 1t is a very good laveste
mont sad every american soldier vherever they =may be
is entitled te that.

¥hy were the J&;\mgb&nnﬂaas eviousted imei not Cerman-
MMM and Itad fameinericana?

lg 1t ast the fset that mﬁi Yy plaeing Japiaecse-ivericuns
#ide by side iz the save unit the compurison can be made?

Is 4% not that by pleelng all reelsl greups ia the same
unit you eca better preseat to the peoples of the Opfént
the prineiples of demoersay?

The threat of invasion on our Vest Coast was imiaent.
It ¢2udd happen, 1t 8111 can haprea., The lagk of Germss
snd Itallan ses pover mukes the Fast Socst les: dungerous.

1% would eertalaly offer them & greater opportunity te
ghow their individusl :nd collective =bility 1f they are
sa situsted than to de d4iffused umong other uaits.

1 Aoa't know of & detter one. DJefinitely.
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Guestion 24y

Anwwarg

Gaestion 7%

Sueation 263

Angwers

Question 27t

inewers

tuestion 28;
Anavery
‘mestion 293

Angwer:

(a)

(o)

(a)

(a)

(a)

(o)

(a)

(s)

(a)
(a)
(2)

(s)

-,-t

Is & eitizen volunteering for induction have the
preference of going into defemse industries if he
has childrent

¥a, the only thing you esaa voluateer for is the Army.
You gannot voluctesr for the Defense industry as sueh.

“Ia this particuler program that we are going to carry

on here 1t will e the first step for the Ammy,

Japunese slien are now considered "enemy aliems.® Will
they be considered ss "friendly aliens" upon sufficient
evidence of number of loysl nisel enlisting?

I can't guarantee that you will tat I do tnow that 4t
will hove 2 tremendous effect in shaping pudlie opinien,
There is no question sdout that.

%hat would haspen te poremts of those whe should volusteer
for serviee? ire you intending to kesp then in this csup?

I thinx 1 have saewered that question. The parents of
anyone volunteering are free to nmulte request for reloe
catian outelde and will receive preferenticl attentiom
from the YRA in ee:isting them. Or they may remain here.
They csenasot go daekx o Califernia,

¥411 thosa who g9 out for sutside employment be drafted
ia the Armed Forees? .

They will 1f they fall within Hilitary age, 17 to 38, aed
are physically fi%, The oaly exoception ¢» that afight de

that 47 they werc exceptionally sikilled defense workars,

they can de deferred but that camcet de marantesd o

anyone.

Wiill veluntesra bo sccepied in all M- of the Armed
Sarvice?

fot at the preseat tinze, Only in those bdranches vhish I
have listed,

Is this reglstration for the Army only, or are «& able
ta 2o into other parts of the irmed Forces?

At the preseat time, it is for the Army only. 4s I said
before, the Hayy and Aly Forces 12 now studying the ides
of vhether or not they can cpen up and allow volunteer
enlistment into those two brunches. The only thing epen
at the present time is the Army.
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Question 30

ANSVET)

Jusstion T3

Guestion 32:

Question %3

{a)

()

(a)

)

(2)

(w)
(a)

(o)

()

{v)

T

Yhy were the Hisel soldiers taken sut of the Armed
Yorce and put in the Reserved Eanlisted Corpst

Thot waes done beciuse at the time and in the rush
of events it was doemed the wieest .nd best thing
to do. Im other vords, 1% wus a csse of military
negessity, There are 20 meny thiags to deal with
that had to be dealt proamptly that that course was

lg thio registrution ecompulsory to rzersone from 17
to 381 Any penzlty on persone falling to register?

By forming a separate Jupanese combab wunit will 1% aot
tend to retard the wnderctunding of Jupunese snd the
Caucaslang, rather thaa inercuse elose uaderstanding?

Yes 1t is. There ocould bde. I don't say that there

will be, but thers could be. There is an article

statute vhich esuld be eonstrued thet snyone fauiling

to fill out a quostionsaire would de & violastion of this
article which carries heuvy penalties with 1%, “Eapionare
set.*

To be aaswered later,

¥hen the Japanese .merigzn Yar started December 7, 1941,
wve Japunese imerican soldiers were discharged from the

U. 8. Sray. How 1 would like to kaow why the U.5. Geverns
meat sterts to toke Japraesec Americsas inte the Army,

You have a right to be there ss loyal clitizens., ¥e now
have the house in order so that there is & definite place
for you ia the United Stites Arey. Ve are organived,
regivented to the place where we now csa take you into
the sruy and ehow what you ean do.

A statement was glven to the effeet that the families

of those nisel voluanteering into the service would be
#lven preference in rosettlement and that 14 would aid
tuds progrum, setually, this 46 not trus, due to the
age somposition of the greup, The issel averige 56 years
of age; the nisei 21, The cconsmie life of the issel has
been practicslly el imdnated., It would be extresely difcie
cult for t.em to resettle without their nisel children.
This would mesn that the families of those volunteering
aotually would ve handicapped in resettlemeat. Fow, is
it pessible for o speedup of sctual resettlement and then
give the nise! & chunce to volunteer?

Do you homestly belleve thut separate combat units are
not a blow at the demoeratic principles?
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fmeostion My

‘mowery

(a)

(%)
(a)

{(»)

(s

(»)

- 11 «

My, Bennett: 4s I understend 1t, the feeling i
that 1f 2 nisel Bay who hae dureats here enlists,

hie parsnte will not %e able to relocate Beceure
they may be tao old to resettle in & strangze plave,
That might be true in some cuses., Hovever, they
still have an apportunity to stay here :ni by come
parison vhat do you think of the boy sutside whose
parents are %6 years old, who 1s going to take care
af them?'! fetuslly, vyou are in a safer position than
75% of the ghildren In the United Statesw. It is true

" that older people ean zet jobs cutaide beezuse thers

is & shortaze. Do cowld you izpei, if you bhud the
sourare $5 try 1%, There vil) be plenty of oppore
tunity for you., Jast remesbor this. ¥While your boy
is out fighting you will at leset have a place to stay,
& rlace to eat snd elecp. ‘mtelde, you have no such

~ #marsntee, Farthermore, yomr som who s in the ammy

will heve something to send howg to you., Literally,

you are in a eafer position from the family standpoint

than the people on the outaide. If the people on the
sutzide realized how safe you are here they would ralse -

2 howl sheut 1t.

Ts be snsvwered later.

On cuestionnsire Powrm Yo, 27, 1f snewered “do®, what
will decome af the prreon vhe answered *Ho®. W{ll
they go to juil or to an internment esmp?

If & person hae dependents or children, will he be
drafted? -

If you sngwer "¥o! you will not be put in jafdl. 1 do
not believe yoru will Be mut {n an intermment eamp,

That question hee been anewered "ao™ Wy other groups

of people in thiz sruntry. They are known ze “Cone
seientions Objectores.® They huve not been put in jadl,
They 4s not helieve in the force of arme. They hsve Deen
true to their comscience, They are collected s a body
«nd ave doing work vhich 1¢ srofitable, im & senss, %o
the Government.

At the sresent time the manpever of the country s zrest
emough g0 that very few, 1f any, men with ehildren have
been Arafeed, In smome cezen they hive deen, btut in the
majority of cases the time hue not srrived when they

haye zetually been tsken, Tus, 1 cannet stund here and
tell you thet in the nert yeur or the ye:sr to follow

that the econditions will mot be sush that married sen
with dependents will not Yo dr-fted, They will be drafted
of necestity. It will bde neececcary. The fortunes of way
will Aetersine that,
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Yuestion 3% (a) ¥hy were soldiers with parenmts or relatives in Japan
"kiaked out” of the Army «ad called a spy dy seme
effieere? There have been meny gomplaints sbout this
sarenstic disoriminetion.

ingwers (n) In say zroup as lorgs us the United Otates Army today,
there sre slvays short-sighted iadividusls. There ave
always suspieious people. ZEven smeng the commissioned
personnel, There sve those vho are prejudiced, znd I
¢an well underetand, snd I truly believe thut this
‘statement is mcde in good feeliang. It =may have havpemed,
¥hy it wan 1 would say ie based prisnarily on ignorsnse,
laek of understanding of the loyzl Japanese imerigans,
1t fe 2 matter of public epinion. That'e m it hepoened,

Question %y (a) V¥hy were «ll the nisel soldiers “kicked out” of the
fignel Corps and put im the Medicsl Corps? This was «f
sne gamp vhere they had the Signal Corpe.

Anawers (a) 1 esanot saswver. I do mot Know. N

Guestion s (&) If & nimel te willing to sign Tor repatriation, how
would you elaseify him?

Answers (o) He would most certainly not be drafted. Voluntary h- L
) 1istaeat will bs aubject to reconsidsration. He would
be hold up wabil the nexrt group. Iraft exeunt.

Guestion 383 (a) Are professional mem, such se M.D. and D.D,S5. entitled
to commissions, as are the Csuweaslans?

Angver: {(a) Yen, if they nre eualified, snd if they come within the
age limits, of which the top ie 55.

Question 93 (&) Yhy ig it necescary thet we have & separate combat team?
48 we ure smerican Oltirzens, why ﬁmlnl there be such &
diastinetion?

(%) What will be done to & man wvho refuses to serve ia the
Adpmy? TRessomy Against his willQ

Anmrar: {(a) To be anowered later.

(») He prodably would be drufied just the same. What is
done later 42 up to the individual himeelf.

cmestdon B0g  (2) 1 Hisel are proved to be umloval, will they be drafied?
If not, how will they be treated in the Reloostion Geater
or in the future?

Answery {s) 1 40 mot know, dut J have sn fdea, It would take the
visdon of Selomon to snswer thet. They will be drafted,
bt 1f they sre unloyal, they will be tresated Just the
sime as any other Averiscan Citizenm whn proves himself dipe
loysl. There is no ploce in the Arsy for disloyal persons,
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Smestion L1

Guestion 42y

insrvery

Guestion 4%

Answery

Gueetion 4l

Angverty

Guestion 4%

Ansvwery

{a)

(=)

(a)

(a)

(a)

{a?

(s)

(s)
(2)

(a)

-13-

¥hy were not the citizens of Jupunese ancestry
permitted into the idr Corps, and particularly the
Havy, bdeforel

The recson was thet in the ir Poree ia particular,

it is 2 very copular branch of the Service. lSvery-

one winte to fly, Ve have been sbsslutely Jamevacked
te te've core of the munder of men who have jrined the
Adr Toree, Y¥Ye have not Bad the fueilities we womld
1ike. The same is true of the Nuvy. Should have the
shije before you have the sullors. Hovever, both or
the brunches of the services are nov considering very
serisusly opening up enlietmentes to Japsnese imericans,

sn olien, other thaun Japunote, ore they sligidle for
voluntecring in the Army? (On the Adlles sidem
Cunadian, French, Brasilian).

It is not the custos of the United Statee Army to
accept voluntesr enlistmente, If & Cansdian come
down to the United States to enlist for the United
Statee Army, he would be turned back to his ows eoun~
‘v.

«fter the war vhot will hsppen to the var risk issurance
whieh waz taken when in servieel

I 40 not kaow, but if they follow the ssme program as ia
the last war, you will de sble to contime it. VFor quite
s period of time after the last war, 1 carried sll the
fnsur:znce that I held in the war, and then I wan permitted
to chaave 1t over to 2 gcommereisl imsuraace comany anod I
412 aot have t6 take another phvsiesl ewaminatlon., It was
later converted toward the ehildren's educstion,

3

Is 1% not true thot induction ints the Army without being
ecpreseted intn a sepurate battslion is ifnconsiectont with
the wmerican prineiple? For sake of prineiple, would it
not ba of more volue to be taken into the Army without
segrogatisn in order to prove that niseis can prove that
they can fight shoulder $o shoulder with sther imericans,
even sacrifieins specisl cpoortusities for cdvancement in
rank and slwe sagrificing an spportunity to nrove their
loyalty by sroup schievement of a separate battal len.

To be answsred later.

1 beeame 38 lust December 14, Do I huve to register this
time? ,

Yer, you do regleter. Howvever, you are not eligidle for
volunteering.
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Guestion 46y

Ansvery

Queetion B7:

‘nevery

Guestion bE:

insvert

‘uestion N9

hnsver:

Qunestion

{a)

(a)
{a)

(a)
(2
(a)

(=)

(2)

(=)

(»)
(a)

(v}

-lh-n

¥hat axcurance 1s there that the "Combdat Ualt" will
nec gobtusl combet duty to be sble to further prove
themsel vee ae imericuns aml not be relegated to just
& puper combat unist.

There {8 no ssrurance, That iz the fortune of war,

You state that any imerlcan soldier ls allowed to truve
ol in the U, 5. om furlough, but 1o it not true that the
WA snd Army cuthorities wil not let them come to the
Relogution Centers in Military Zome 1 except in cage of
emerrencies,

That 48 not true. However, thie partieulur question
wae brought up in ¥eshington. Fvery soldier of Japa~
acge aucesdry would sutomatically be glven & pernit

to vislt any of the Relocstion Projects that he wantod.

Fow goom after volunteering will the industion dote

teke rlascel? ‘|
It will net tuice plece prior to Mureh 1. Inm all probability,
for the majority, it will be s veek or two weeks luter thsn
thet. But the firet group will be around Mareh 1,

ire the {oseie and nisels whe eerved in the Firet ¥orld
¥ar in the Relooustion (enters? Whyt

There vere e evteptions mede o =y knovledsn, us $o eltis
rene enong those eveoomess thut were brought to the Conters,
I1£ there are, there are only a very fow,

Aren't quections 27 wnd % in the appliculion form rather
doubting the Japenese avericans' loyulty vhen we Japanese
ime-feans belleve we hiove eoopercted 1007 o this day and
:re villing to defend ocur ecuatry? '

¥ili 4t be esmpuleory te amswer &1l the questions?

I 8om't think those quertions, centlemen, e¢ither sme, ean
be eonridered as doubting, If I were naked the sume cunope
tions tonight, 1 would be only toa proud auad glad to ane
swer them, 1 think it is only falr that those questions
be there, znd I don*t think that eny American ¢itizen
vould have sny duelme about enswering them,

It will, to the heat of your sbility. If there are quese
tione there thet you eannot anewer, thon sy ma.
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OQuestion 513 (a) The prineiple and idea bdehind the ceparate Japunsse

Anerican combst unit 1s exeellent; btut how sbout the
resstion among the other Americun soldiers, espesially
vhen the initial unit is kmown $o have a high standing,
There 12 a possibil ity of friction vhea there is a com~
petitive spirdt, in view of the fect that the Juponese
imericans eould not bBe expected to be aeccepted Tavorudly
®r publie opinion as yet. _

*“‘15“"

insver: {s) I em not & dit afraid of that. There 1= a great decl of
competitive spirit in the Army., Fvery man should fesl
that hie organization iz the bdest, Do net be afraid of
belng cood. Ve afraid of being poor. 1If you are good,
they will respect you.

Suestion 523 (a) Ie draft coming in for defense work --that fs, will mane
power draft come inl

inswery (») I do mot know. My MNelutt could probdedly tell you better,
‘mestion 53 (&) ¥Will the Jupunese Combat Team have s Tank Cowps?

Anwwer) {s) It 4s comcelvable that they w; Sverything is a nii!tu_y
. meeret. Yo owe but the Comsending Officer and the other
high offieiale know what the combat teusm s compased of.

ruestion 43 (&) P44 the Army revise ite ruling that nlsel soldiers may mot
vieit their parents in Relocation Cemters in ﬂlliiaﬂ Zone
1 sweept in extreme emer: encies.

Answers (2} Yes, sporoximately Decembder 15, 1942,

Smsetion 5% (2) The men who are most likely to relocate are the very ones
' wvhe would be Arufted or would voluntesr, Then fen't 1%
1ikely that relecation will suffery

Annwers () #Hr, Dmu saevered that. Ia mnnl tines vo have to
sssume durdenc that we wouldn't comsider in peace time,

cmestion 561 (a) Does the Armmy think that Cadifornia csn prevent the Jepes
nese Americans from returaing?

inswers (a) I don't ¥now what the Army thinks, The Army doesn’t huve
wugh to 4o with 4t, Thet can be detemined ovlr after
the expirstion of thoe war.,
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In closing there iz just one thought I would like to leave with
you, VYhat we are deing here will maske histery. I am not an orctor.
I wvich I were. I so & soldier, but I feel that I an gualified to speak
to you of vhat 4s im ny heart as an imericsn eltizen, ss an imerican
eoldier, 1 believe I om qualified by reuson of the fact Shat up uatil
tuo weeks I haod never secn more than three Japanese-inericans in =y
14fe. 1 hed never spoken to one. In the last two weeks I have deen
ascoeiasting with ten Japanese-imerican soldiers. One of whom serves
with me now. Conseguently, I was uvablased. I have no preconceived ldeas
of vhat Japanese-imericans were like, I lived with these men asad worked with
them for two weeks. It wus herd vork. I observed them, not only in work bt
vhen we vere exting and ridiang on the trains, ete. In & way I vas able to.
evaluste the thing that ve had in comwon which g Ancricanisn snd they are just
as iverican. Thelr resetions were the same, kesn semee of duby, xmr. rense -
of responsibility to their sountry.

The oprortunity that ve have here as I see 1t and I do not spesk officially.
I speck elmply as an individucl. This iz not Yur Department words you are hearing.
This 42 what I think., The opportunity we hove here {s wweh bigser than recruiting
a fev thousand men for the United States Army. Let me present it to you $his way,

The Japenese-imericens arve the smallest reaelal svoup ia the United States. They are o

the newest rseial groupr 4in the Usniied States, due $0 no famlt of their own, Fate
has ordained that at this particular time plunged into the war Yrom which their
ancentors cime. They have to win dask not for todsy, not for ten yeurs fron

now, but for all Sime--their place in this imerican demoeracy. They have got to
chanze to forge nublie opinion. The opinion of fellow imerican citizens. The
young man who volunteers ia this service, serves twice. He serves his country
snd he serves his own racisl bdlood in this country, He will make sure that

in the future, in this demooragy, there will de an homored place for his
ehildren, his grundchildren, and his children's children. Thie is n0t an eawy
thing to do, gentlemen,

iIf the Japanese~irsrican people sre to be reborn and forged into this
democr-aay in the way and mamner thie opportunity preseants, 1t means asll the
herdship, the Wleod, the tears, the death %o sccomplish i%. VWar ie not &
pleasant thing, mut ne rage, no person even as you and I were born inte this
world without paln and trial and that iz whot you fose., I om flod, 1 am provd,
that the Army reeognizes your loyalty, that they effer you thie opprortuaity,
becsuse I am confident that you sre not golag to fumble the ball, -

I will now smewer those questisns. Let's talk bueines: for a mimute. 4l
Aneriosns can talk businese. In this ecumtry the one thimg that we have hed
over the rest of the world is the rure fine art of publieity. Selinmz able to
put uwp a profuct, explait it to the ends of the sarth by nevspever advertising,
redio, mipazine, ete.
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By advertising, bundreds of imerican goods hive bdecn sold beccuse we
put the “white light" of publicity on it, :nd, gentlemen, that 1s exactly wvhat
we sro doing here. Ve are offering the Japsnese-imericans & place in the "white
1ight® vhere they will regeive more publicity quicker, surer publicity than
eny other way we c:a think of, I1If wve take a few thousand mea and diffuse them
in the Ay, they asre lost. BSixty years from sow no one will know there wers
any Japanese=imericans in the Army, 1f they g£o sut an perform sa sutstunding Job,
who ean deny them? The very stomes will ery out fbr Justice. They can and will
do 1%,

Let us be sure of this facl, let us forget for the moment, let us be sure
that 4% ie publiec opinion that ve want to influence in our behalf decsuce I am
one of you in this, 1 believe 4t right to the soles of my feet. It ls right,
1% 18 your opportunity, it is your chaaee, and I think you will not wiss it.

Thank wvou,




