


CAIP MANZANAR

December 9, 1942

JAPANESE NOW IN MILITARY CUSTODY IN JAIL AT LOMNE PINE, CALIF,s

ifer Yuriko Tateishi)

_ Nanganar
licxe Address
Ted Ichiji Akmhoshi SwlOul
u.m Mume Alehoshi
& family
(Issed) _
Soldchd Hashimoto 1wl
(Imi;
Raymond Horoshi Hired 223
(Issed)
Tomotsu Kono  (Kibei) 17wTel,
Joseph Yoshisuke Kurihara 282wl
(Nised)
Tokuji Kurosumi 1wl
(!nn:l)
Tom Tadao Nakagawe 2210w/,
(Iosed) .
; Kozo Fred Opgura (M) 1-llel
Caucasian wife
at 3520 Winter Ste, il
Kagua Sumiews (Kibei) BBl
(Wife: Reiko Sugukewa)
8h Tateishi (Eibei) 23112

Place and Date of Birth,
_—M-———‘-

Born in Japan 4/7/64
Grammar school in Japen,
came to US in 1904, High
gchool & Stanford Undv, in US,

Born in Jaxn. 1/2'7/w,

educated there
Born in Japen 1/1/02, Gremer
school in Japan, came to US

utmum.umns&
WMV., Im,li!,in

Born Calif, 1919, Educated
Japan grammer school. Single.
In US 5 years.

Born in Haweli 1/1/95, No
Japanese education, In US
Army July 1917 to Nov,. 1919,

Born in Japan 6/2/95 & educated
there except for BS degree in
m.m.m‘.&m

Born in Japan 1/26/08, educ.
there,

Born in Jepan 3/8/87, educated
there

Born in Hawadd 4/15/04.

Educated In Japan, except
3 yemrs H8 in Honolulu.

Born in San Francisco, .
Educ.in Japan, ret, to US 1930
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¥, Ueno (HM)
t Mrs, Yaso Ueno
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(vife: June Toki, born US
Genji Ceorge Yamaguchi 13=1=2
(Issed)
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Notes taken December 9, 19/2.

Colonel Mueller:

"I have appointed a Board of Investigating Officers, but it is
taking no action until Major Sheets, JAG, NSC arrives and some legal
points can be checked. Colonel Davidson, NCS, suggested that I suggest
to the Project Director of the WRA, that he make an independent investi-
gation of this trouble."

James L, McNair: (in charge of motor pool)

"The Chevrolet Coupe was the Fire Chief's car, and was kept with
keys in it so that either the Chief or Assistant Chief could use it in
an emergency. After the gasing and shooting it was started up, put in
gear, and headed toward the line of M, P's. in front of jail, Man
jumped out after it was started. Shots were fired which struck car, 4
holes in the car, left front tire went flat which deflected the course
of the car, car hit NE corner of jail, demolished corner of building,
the car, There was much singing, talking,

John B, Mclaughlin, (truck driver): Former U, S, Marine, discharged
Pebruary 14, 1942, Was a language man in the
Marines and is hore to study Ja se. Expects
to go into the Army by Jammary lst as a language
man,  Speaks Japanese.

" Afternoon crowd was 1000 to 1500. The M ,P's. were strung around
the jail and up the street as far as the Post Office in front of the
Administration area. Crowd was noisy, singing, talking, shouting.
There was much gibbing, jeering, of the soldiers, and some spitting at
the soldiers., M.Ps. performed duties very well, and officers and non=
coms were very much on the job, In the evening the soldiers broke up
the mob, and I heard the gas bombs and also two bursts of ebout four
shots each, Believe these bursts were from Tommy Guns. I would judge
about one minute between the gas bombs and the gunshots."



This man (Hemry Akira) wanted my help and assistance and—the-

prnjoctdimtor,tosotmpnmloduﬂ a.n‘hdutogavithh:lmtmd

see the director, but couldn't go with him the to a
note of introduction to Mr, Merritt, I didn't

on his crew for & short time, I wrote him a note of intredue

after I was hospitalized I asked Mr. Merritt if Aklra hid come to

him and he said no, !

- X was an interpreter at the Fukuda trial. He wouldn't speak
at the trial and when asked why he said "well there are reasons."

A friend of mine was to work in camouflage was warned by Akira
that he would be killed if he did so.

Akira was in my apartment possibly to loock over the layout.

I attended JACL meeting in Salt Lake City recently, meeting
with Mr.Nyer and other JACL representatives, On returning was asked to
speak in Mess Hall No. 28 in regard to conference, Agieed to do so and
date was set for Monday, December 7., On Saturday, December 5, 11150 a.m.,
lir, Naruto, who had asked me to speak, came and asked if I could talk
ton}il%ht Said I couldn't prepare so quickly so was agreed lo
night,
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Played pinochle Saturday afternocon and went
to resume after supper but one player didn't return so
went out, Iy wife was sick in bed. I took & shower and
my wife took a shower., Then when I retwrned, laid down on
prepare outline for my speech, I was flat on my stomache, and under
the covers, T}ndmrmbehindm, opposite the foot of the s X
heard a knock on the door and I said come in and turned aside looking
over my shoulder and saw two men, both with masks and both with clubs
who attacked me and hit me on the head; felt like yelling but was worried
about my daughter who was in the apartment. Four other masked men were
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to
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All‘swung on me but could not hit me much, I grabbed hold of
one man and his mask camedown a bit. I was going to bite his ear off,
I recognized the eyes that I saw when the mask came down, Didn't pull
mask clear off because blows hit arm and fingers and one other man pulled
off and then another man hit me with & elub, By this time I was out
bed and grabbed a folding chair and backed into the cornmer and hit
man, My daughter ran out the door and started sereaming and people
started assembling in front of my apartment and the gang fled, The man
I recognized by his eyes was Henry Ueno,



you are going to have peace. Kibei are the worst element -~ much more so

wod  Many Japs are passive; ey munumuamm,mﬁ“
in the small space of the Ce that they get narrow minded and feel
suppressed and desire excitement.tideave 60 to 70 real leaders, particularly the
Kibei and Nisei who have been recently to Japen.

Japs feelthat they were discriminated against as they were the
only ones moved and the Germans and Italians were not.

Administration used certain amount of coercion to force evacuees
into camouflage work by cutting down work on other projects., This was wrong
approach, Should sell them on the work., Should mot trick and expleit to
get workers.,

Ted Okahoshi, a good friend of mine, turned pro-Nazi after evacuation,
He felt that this was a race war; that American citizenship not worth anything
to the Japanese and the Japanese must win the war, I believe Okahoshi is one
of the ring leaders. He was formerly Executive Secretary of the Wholesale
Produce Dealer's Association in Los Angeles; H, K. Ozawa is President.

Joe Shimada signed up for Haval Intelligence and I heard he was beaten
up since Saturday. One police officer was beaten up. fle searched baggage
thoroughly and took liquor away from returning beet field workers.

Najority here at Manszanar hate "informers". There has been a
series of beatings, There have been many threats and much intimidation eseng -
suspected informers.

w3 Issei's cannot obtain American citizenship so they naturally cling
to Japan ,(their sympathies). Almost no Issei's have pro-American feelings
but ;a-oba'\hly they are not actually anti-American,

Grievances: (1) WRA promises not carried out - Nash promised
great freedom of movement around the Center and not granted.

(2) First 1000 volunteers obtained through the



' There has been an investigation of the alleged food shortages
and only minor sugar shortages found, Investigation coneluded over two
weeks ago.

Now all who have been beaten up have beem (1) JACL workers;
~ (2) suspected informers, and (3) those close to the administration.

Tysma, as a JACL man and suspected informer, .

We have no redio expert to check evacuees radios for long and
short wave,

Fred Neise, former operator of restawrant chain in los
Angeles, active 1 CL.

Ibawmtnpuﬁh!&.!»uﬂhﬁ.ﬁmmmh;m
Major Reardon, and have alse made verbal reports to F.B.I. Agent MeCormick.
I tried to keep this secret but not always possible, When I wrote, I
didn't siwwnm address, Three letters from Iyle Kurisohi (vietim
of beating at Poston and JACL man) reached me here,

December 4 went to eat in kitchen, Block 243 met an evacuee
who wanted to talk to me about Frenk Fukuda who was sentenced to 75 days
in the Manzenar j with 60 days suspended.
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WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FOU
Office of Assistant Chief of Staff, Civil Affairs Division

WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION
1231 MARKET STREET
SaN Francisco, CALIFORNIA
Telephone KLONDIKE 2-2611

December 8, 1942

VEMORANDUM: Colonel Karl R. Bendetsen

SURJECT : Chronological report of press contacts on Manzana¥ riot.

1. First notice of the trouble at Manzanar came from the
Associated Press at 10:00 p.m. Sunday, December 6. The Associated
Press reported that they had a story regarding a riot at Manzanar
Relocation Center and asked for comment., At my request they read
their dispatch and stated that the information has come from Ralph
Merritt, project director,

2. At 10:05 p.m. I placed a call for you and contacted
Colonel Boekel at CAD office giving him the information I had re-
ceived. T then reported to your office.

3. At 10:20 the United Press and International News
Service celled and said they had a request from Los Angeles asking
for details of the llanzanar story. Informed them that we were
checking and would call them as soon as information was available.

/.. Between 10:30 and 11:00 p.m. contacted all three
wire services stating that we had no specific announcement, but
from reports we had received we believed the news carried in their
wire stories was substantially correct. Also informed them of the
fact that the problem was one for a civilian agency, the War
Relocation Authority, and that the Western Defense Command has no
administrative authority over relocation centers. Explained that
the Vilitary Police on the external boundaries of the project were
onlyv there to prevent the entrance or exit of unauthorized persons
from the project area, Referred them to WRA for any statement but
also told them we would cive them any information we had which was
properly public information. Asked them to keep us informed,

5. At 11:30 p.m. was called by United Press and told
that the militarv had taken over the Manzanar Relocation Center;
that there had been shots fired by the military personnel; that
one evacuee was killed and nine wounded,




6. Reported thie UP news of the shooting to your office
and upon vour request asked the wire services to attemnt to hold off
news reference to the shooting, as it possibly could be deemed
military information. They reported that the stories had bheen sent
out,

7. Upon information and advice from you that you would
attempt to contact the War Department Bureau of Public Relations,
1Milton Eisenhower and Byron Price's Office of Censorship, I asked
the wire services to put a message on their wires relative to the
Wanzanar story. They agreed to do this, The messaze was sub=-
stantially the following:

"Colonel Karl R, Bendetsen, Assistant Chief of
Staff Civil Affaire Division, Western Defense
Command recuests that newspapers withhold use of
the shooting incident in Manzanar story until o
definite ruling is received from Byron Price's
nffice. Colonel Bendetsen is contacting Office
of Censorship and that acgency's word should come
through shortly. Bendetsen feels shooting story
in present form can be used by Japs for reprisals
our own nationals®.

The substance of this message was sent by Associated
Press, Tinited Press, and International News Service at about
12:30 a,m,, December 7, 1942.

No word was forthecoming from the Office of Censorship
until the wire services called me gbout 2:30 a.m., December 7,
stating that a message had come ov er the wire telling that Office
of Censorship had stated that Manzanar story was okeh. Tn discussion
with wire services I pointed out that this did not refer to shooting
incident, and that Colonel Bendetsen would attempt to get a more
specific answer from Price's office,

Tn conversation with you T found that the War Denartment
Burean of Public Relations had not taken action on vour request.
Informed the wire services that wvou were calling War Department again
and asked as a personal favor that they hold off a little longer
which they agreed to do.

8., At 3:30 a.m., the wire services reported that Byron
Price's office still said that Wanzanar storv was okeh and that
Raliph Werritt could be quoted as a person of authority. Notified
you of this, and on your advice called the wire services and thanked
them for their splendid cooperation and advised them that to protect
themselves from unjust criticism, they should use their own judgement
on the story.
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9. At A:30 a.m., had received word from two services
that the story, as they had received it from Manzanar, was being
released, INS still held off.

10. At 6:00 a.m. December 7, the INS used the story
for their evening papers.

11. Effectiveness of the cooperation given by the wire
services was shown by the fact that no a.m. papers of December 7
carried the shooting story in their full editions. All of the
newspaper men contacted admitted that the storv could have serious
consequences in retaliation and reprisal on our nationals in the
hands of Japan. They agreed that this was a case where tempered
Judgement on the part of the War Department and the Press could
benefit the treatment offered our nationals in the hands of the
enemy,

12, T feel that all three wire services, and through
them the newspapers subseribing to their service, should be com-
mended for their willing cooperation.,

D. BOX
of Information




NOTES ON DISCUSSION WITH DRe JAMES GOTO. 17’\4)*

Sunday evening I heard the loud speaker being used at o mob meeting}
heard instructions for one-half of the mob to go to the police station

and one~half to the hospital, to get Teyama. I ran to tie phone and
phoned ﬁnoo station and phoned Mr. Yerritt, He said "don't worry, the
M.Pes will be there with an asbulance within a few minutes. The mob did
not, get into the ward where Tayama was hidden. Lots of Japanese joined
the mob because of boredom and desire for activity. ill Jupsnese police
werd threatened and resigned. Heturning best-field workers resented
thorough search for liquor, This was reason Imai wus beaten.

Toki Slocum was recently put on police forve. le was generally re-
sented because he bragged of working for FBI and putting Japs in interne
ment camps. Committee told Administration sometize age that a1l informers
must be moved or there would be trouble. Japanese all felt that they were
in inlLernment camps now and should not "sniteh” on each other, but simply
"sit tight" and take things as they are. They feel this is enough cone
finement..

Belleve first action Sunday afterncon was spontanesous with the agle
tation of a few ringleacers but that the evening demonstraiion was well
organised.

Ueno figured that the fooda distributed did not equal Lhe amount of
focd received. Carpbell and Winchester were suspected of misuse or mise-
appropristion of foods. Investigation now going on regarding these charges
on food, lob felt thal Ueno was removed from cawp Lo prevent his from
testifylag in this food cane and believed that he had nothing to do with
the Tayams beating.

Belisve there will be much trouble 1f the 50 who are now with the
military police are returned to “anzanar., They should be placed selsewhere o
or relocated and not to another rekdestion center,

No clothing allowances have been paid to date, Some free distribution
of clothing like WPA without charge, or so the evacuees thought. Pirst
plan was that all elothing so issued was to Lo charged against clothing
allowances sinee July lst, Then this was changed no charge and to free
issuance of clothing but allowances were to be paid(fovesber lst and this
was to be put on the payroll which normally would not be pald unlil the
end of lecember. MNany people have suffered under the elothing policy.

WA has made many chaonges of policy. Hade sore mistakes and made some
promises which have nol been fulfilled,



Notes from Dr, Coto's discussion,.

~ Evacuge committee now £ry1ng to arbitrats and settle present diffi-.
culty. This committee wants Campbell and Winchester transferred and the
wam:_-u, ten by name, removed,

Camoufllage net project originally had about 1,000 workers - now 35.
Wod work on something of competitive plece work basis well over the usual
production. New policy requirea L4 hours a week regardless of production.
Workers lose interest, eté. :

Project tration does not keep Japanese informed of difficulties
and progress obtain needed ddeas. Project does not understand Japa-
nese psychology. Tomng

Some Japanese are too proud to apply to Social Welfare for rmm
ald. There have been only sbout 30 applications in six months,

I don't believe there is an anti-imerican or pro-axis ‘in the
camp, Host Japanese have taken the Japanese evacustion with a in of
salt; it is jJust for the duration, everybody is suflering and the only
thing to do is to take it easy and sit it out.

Relocation is e fine ideu Yub evacuses lack finances to make Lhe
move and to provide adequate clothing and other necessities for relocation.
The oituation in regard to relocation is impossible and futile and re-
location is no solution,

Beet field workers were not provided with living cuarters as agreed om

and not pedd a going wage. 0% returned to the Center without any savings.
USES would not help in the matler of wages.

If this 1s war, we young people really want to be doing something
really worth while and the Administretion want allow real work,

The mob Sundey evening threstened to get Campbell,



..aﬂuum, g m%(mz

h'. !ilhrd E. Scwdt former Chief of Police at Mansanar and
now head of War Relocation ).uth:mity Internal mity Polices

; Immtmﬁihublmup.l' ected there would be
nMuwhmmm&mmmw,' : :

mmmmmuummmnruum
boomhoingbm in by returning beet field workers., Our chief police
hnvcbtnnm:-h.tfutut,wm them are on the "List for
Retaliation," Y :

Selfegovernment was offered the evacuees but many did not vote
mmmwumh‘mmmmm and the
military should eontrel, F.B,I., worked well with us here but retained
mmmmmuumm Trouble makers must be ree
”'“U

Statements of Mr. Gilhq, present Police Chiefs

Ammmthomhgmtmmjaﬂmw
dimtimma:hhamm They arrived after the mob had arrived at
the hospital, The afternocon group of five to eight hundred; part of
Mu,wmmmmmhwmmmm.

e ManWinthm same mmber & the fire
break by Bleek 22, Spnksrauud anuk:rs'yatn. ¥

: mum;;oliaahm“sonfhjehinth.m,_mum
da-oamzmmtmammmm.m‘mnumw
‘Believe if Mr, Merritt had been here about two months earlier the
mwmmnw his p : [
mntbhanluqu:l.ckl:umihh. o +

lire Mt, Wl

s-mtmzansmmrmturm p:m
pro-Axis and third the pro-Americans, Part of this heﬁsht
- mmw&mmmm.

another group suspected of "informers,* Justice within the center
has not been intelligently o Ome 2 man was given 9 months

of tho commmity services and was chairman af’tho judicinl eouncil,
’] 'y WJRJ-KL
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RS el :
One dey in Warehouse 23,~Harry Ueno and Joe Kurihara asked me for
deb gro-Japan ¥, .pro-imerica. They clained 90f are with them,
! nd 5% with me, They warned me of what would happen to me
when the Jéapane omnmr here, ‘rhymwlubly;m-hpmae.

Many .Tapmu feel that JACL are rsspom:lblc for evacuation, I
was Southern District Representative of Bdsbedet JACL and evacuees feel that
JACL sold them "down the river" in evacuation, Ueno and Kurihara asked me
why I did mot deny accusations against me and said "So you are 7?7 _
and refuse to debate", I told them I vould debate wit.h any nspomibh people,
but not with hoodlums lﬂu them,

butingImogniMUomtzyhiama. He always looks down
and oa.nmt ¥ou in the eyes for more than five seconds,

On December 1, 1941, IWWMWMCMtum
Los Angeles. Toki Slocum was made chaimn

Muammmmm;mpuumlym
thntwwthlibni. rs ]

o » Ivubunhm.dimwtotbmms%uatm:geof
18 months. Ilunnombuninhpan nrpmntuvmbomma’apan,but
hawhunhwohrmyem. :

w daughm did not mogniu any of my assailants when I was beat
up. My wife was mot there; she was in the bath house, Someone in the group
asked for % ambulance before I got outside and was able to., Assailants left
eiugging c inside and one big one, unused, outside, _ :
'Q.S-M-/H‘" “f.th—m

¢ Sunday, shonthIBOA.z.Imtogohommthehoapital,but
Dr.Gotodidmtmtmtoandm:ggostcdthatl-rmnightbengoodﬁOau
so I said I would stay. :mwmsmmsmm.;om ltold
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_ Pon't see how we can get these people to go back to work at $12,00,
$16,00 and $19,00 per month, ; . :

- night « Driving of the ear into the police was after the
M.P'e had taken over, There was definite jJeering of soldiers in the aftere
noon mob, - ’ : ! '

& .
noon = Soon as we knew mass meeting being held, we notie
fied M,P's to stand by. M.P's arrived at Jail about same time as mob was
marching down street. M.P's threw line across front of Jail and across road
west of Administration Bldge, Set up one M,G. in road in front of Jail,
Capt, Hall held M,P, Co. in alert after noon distrubance.

: W*“'* .
Mr, lewis Thuesen = Jr. Administrative Ansistants

I returned from Independence about 1330 - 2300 P,M, Mr, Merritt,
and Capt. Hall were in erowd, apparently telking,to the leaders who were then
in front of crowd, Mr, Merritt got up on steps of bldg, and talked to the
mob leaders, particularly to one Jap, evidently the chairman, The crowd was
noisy; called soldiers many names; much cat calling; particularly when M.G.
was set up, Names like 8,8.B, tin soldiers, Some of the soldiers made replies =
were obviously madp and all remarks were in answer to jeers of the mob,
Justa few soldiers made replies.

I heard thie much of dgreements

1, Ueno would be returned,
2, Soldiers would be dispersed, Idr. of Comm, made
speech in Japanese,

Mr, Merrit did not make speech, Soldier withdrew to sentry box.
Crowd didn't disperse. One Jap tried to get them to break up. Then Captain
Hall moved soldiers to higlway - still no dispersal, Committee Leader talked
again in Japanese and the erowd dispersed.

Evening - Did not come to police station as soldiers said"we mean
busineseend I'd better stay out,' I was in quarters with the McNairs and
looked out occesionally, Could see police station from the window, Heard
gas bombs go; looked out and the crowd generally was breaking out of the gas
and running up etreet, cursing and jeering the soldiers.

~ That I saw body on the ground and a few men looked over body and
withdrew, Later the body was picked up, before shooting (may have been gassed).
Approximately 5 mimutes later, believed I heard a few more gas bombs and very
shortly after - two burste of shote - sounded like machine gun., After shooting
there was a truck or car by entrance of Jail with lights on, shining wp the
street, About 6 soldiers rushed back of lights and then vehicle lights jiggled.
I wondered if something was wrong back of truck, Crowd was singing before gas
was thrown,



teun i
Maryknoll Mission had/prouised union wages which were not paid., This dispute
over wages caused them to ferl they were triecked and then did not get paid for
thl'“ months,

(3) Some puJCt complaint on the food and #n the diserimination
orh e feeding of Japanese and Caucasians. (This has been largely adjusted)

(4) Difference in housing furnished to Japanese and Caucasians.
(5) Bitterness over evacuation, losses, dicregard of citizen-

ship ete.

Mimtim, nistakes and unkept promises have lead to many

becoming disloyal, There is too little to do but talk, talk,
Pl darces grow and grow, The basic cause of this trouble is the
combat bohun t.hn pro-America and the antl-America groups.




3 12/9/42
Mr, Merritt: e ek e _ ,
: At first meeting Sunday noon in fire break erowd was harangued by

Joe Kurihara and his supporters. They stated "We must kill these rata and
dogs" - without naming nemes, Finally crowd started demanding names, These
were given as Ned Campbell, Joe Winchester, Fred Tayama and two other
evacuees. (See Brown's story) b S |

Winchester had been accused by Japs of mismanagement of food
supplies and misappropriation, Investigation of the food supplies was come
pleted prior to my return November 24, 1942.

lir. Nash, Director to September 23rd, ineffectval misunderstanding

: of!qppmholpg; lef't camp in bad shape.

- w.'mhyg-am, inexperienced and not far seeing, Not exper- g
ienced in handling mass pecple,

Mr, Kimble - Similar to Coverley, When I came in I found excellent
basis for trouble, 'Not adequate police foree or plans for meeting emergency,
but fine build up for trouble due to Administration arms. _

T an trying to work out problem of what to do with threatened loyal
Japs - without showing weakness. :

Set up Death Val ey as a processing center for persons awaiting

clearance for re-location, Avoid unfavorable publiec reaction to Manzanar,

Believe threatened Japs return to Manzanar would lead to further

If we remove a few ring leaders - others will spring to take their
Trying to get at basic causes and eliminate as many as possible,
Japs say - Families are basis of Jap soeial ntﬁzc_tm - Should not

be judged Issel - Nisei - Kibei, but on basis of classification of dominant
menber of family. : : o : s

place,

tective custody say: To reach peace do

3 Remcve ring leaders, s

2+ Remove persons under threats of the mob,

3 Put camp under military or under causasian police force,.

4« Remove Caucasians to other jobs, who are under direct
'~ high eriticism of evacuees (Campbell - Winchester).

Investigation of sugar situation by Mssrs, Campbell and Winchester,
under direction ﬂf_ Mr, Kimble,

Report submitted and then turned over to Ueno and his fellow commissary
workers by Project Director. :



