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MEDICAL SECTION HISTORICAL INFORMATION e
1 November = 30 November 1944 (Tncl)

At the beginning of the period, medical support was being provided for five
(5) Infantry Divisions (US) and one (1) Armored Division (FR). To furnish
fecilities for hospitalization end &vecuation, the following units were at
ths disposal of the Surgeon, Seventh Army:

FOR HOSPITALIZATION

INSTALLATION LOCATION

9th Evacuation Hospital (750 Beds)escsesssssscssscssla Craigsette, France
*11th Evacuation Hospital (450 Beds)ecssscscesessscsssBayon, France
*x2Tth EVIOuation Hoapital (900 Bods)....-.e---..a-....Xprtigny, France
**51st Evacuation FHospital (900 Beds)essssssssssesossecVincey, France
*x59th Evacuation Hospital (900 Beds)-.-.oo.-o.--.-.--iEpinal, France
*93rd Evacuation Hospital (450 Beds)cesssesssscsssesssBollefontaine, France
*95th Evaouation Hospital (450 Beds)..................Epinll, France
2nd Convalegocent Hospital (1500 BOdS)n-t-o-nooooo-anEPiﬁll. France
»+#NP Hospital #1 (6824 Med Clr Co)(250 Beds)esecesseosseSt Laurent, France
*++xNP Hospital #2 (616th Med Clr Co lst P1t)(250 Beds).oRomein, France
*+++VD Hospital (616th Med Clr Co 2d P1t)(250 Beds)ossecsEpinal, France
10th rield Hoapital, Hq & Hq Det-...........-.-.-....Remiremont, France
Unit #lop-loooooonllncttnnonnn--o|coocooo-oooaoooolR&MiPGﬂOﬂt, Freance
Unit #2......;...-.......-...-.............o.-.....R&miremont, France
Unit,#zbaott.l'tnbtotco-t-oool--o.o-nn.'--tl.o-oanngra-nd"'illﬂrﬂ. France
11th Field Hospital, HQ & HQ DetssscssssescessccessscEloyes, France
Unit #aooot..lOl.l!..o.uno0900ototoot.llﬁl&.#r.b..OElOYQS. France
Uhit #20000.beoecolooooto.ooooooloo..o-.o.oocaottthpinll’ France
Unit #So...o.ae.e....-............................oElayes, France
54th Field Hospitel, Hq & HQ Detessscssoscssscsssssssluneville, France
Unit #i..’.ooooooo...cotoa.oto.oo-o.ooooottn.ob-botLﬂﬂOTillﬂ, France
Unit #2...-...........................-.o..........Mbyen, France
Unit #5.........-..........-.-..........-.o.......-Lnnaville, France

FOR EVACUATION

524 Medical Bn (Sep) Hq & Hq DBtoo‘oot-o..oo'-otoo-otnpinﬂl, Franoce
376th Medieal Coll COo--ao--oocaa.oao-ooosunnoo-oooLDngGhlmp, France
377th Medical COll COssssssssescesssscsscssssssssecBpinal, France
378th Medical coll co.l...lﬁ..GI..l.lll...l.....l.lDOGﬂllOS‘ France

#582d AMbulence COesssssssessssssssssnssssssnsssssssoll cr0150tt0, France

181st Medical Bn (Sep) HQ & Hq DetoessessoccsscsosesosBEpinal, France
441st Medical Coll COUaI.-ao.ooooo.l.-.-.a.onooo..-Epinll, France
6T4th Medical COll COsesessssncscssssnssssesscssssnipinel, France
677th Medical Coll 00---..;..-;-.....a-.o.-.a..--o-Epinal, France

#4315t Medieel Coll CO..-ooonaoo-o-o-occooo.oo..oooogpiﬂll’ France

#650th Medical Clrg CO‘Hq.& 1st Plt).-.-ooo-.-...oo-Epinal, France
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#5'&1’1 Medical Bn (s.p) Hq & Hq Detu..-....,.......mnav_illa, France
494th Medical Coll COsssccssscsssasssssesscsascclorbevillers, France
496th Wedical Coll COsescssccscesssssssssssssssssluneville, France
6850th Medical Clrg Co (2d Plt)ssesssscecesssssssluneville, France

#-i56th Medical Bn (Sep) HQ & HQ DetesssscscsssvcssesoSt Laurent, France
885th Medical Co0ll COsescsssssscsssssacsssscssssSt Laurent, France
886th Mediecal 0011 COssrssassevsnnsrsssssnsesssavslh L!.urent, France
891st Medical CJJ'g COcessecescscsvnecsnsessnsssssSt Llur!ﬂt. France

sNormel Bed Capacity = 400
*#¥ormal Bed Capacity = 750
*x*xAttached to 52d Med Bn
*kxkAttached to 18lst Med Bn .
#attached for operations only
#Hattached to XV Corps
FHHiattached to VI Corps

This medical service allocated to support the ourrently assigned troops wes
inadequate and although repeated efforts had been made to obtain additional
units previously allocated, none were forthcoming at the beginning of the
periode Of the additional medical serviee units allocated to suppert three
(3) Divisions a2lready in action over and above the three (3) that landed in
Southern France at the begimning of the campaign, only one (1) Mediecal Bn
and one (1) Field Hospital were actually present for duty and the Medical Bn
wes needed for Corps Evacuation.

Working under these conditions, it was impossible, without detrimental effeot
on the patients, to move any evacuation hospitel and it was becoming extremely
important that hospitals be moved closer to the front lines in order that
treatment be administered in as short & time as possible. Also, because of
the static position of the hospitals, ambulance hauls from the Division Clesr
ing Stations to the hospitals were becoming inereasingly long, whieh did not
contribute to the welfare of patients being evacuated.

A serious lack of en adequete number of ambulances resulted as the trips were
long 2nd it was not possible to meke as many trips as previously made when
hospitals were closer to the front lines. In order to overcome this situaf=

~ion to some extent, it was necessary to keep 211 smbulances running contine
uously, twenty=four (24) hours a day, which naturally worked a hardship on
both the drivers and vehicles. Ambulances which were in need of repskr, had
to be kept in use to carry out evacuatiom procedures and conditions did mot
permit their being deadlined for the maintenance work necessary for efficient
operation.

With the incresse in troop strength which occurred when two (2) more Infantry

Divisions were placed in the lines, making e total of seven (7) Infantry Dive

igions and one (1) Armored Division, the very smell reserve of embulances dime
inished to practically nothing, thereby developing & critical situation which

necessitated skillful maneuwering of available ambulences until more vehicles

sould be cobtained.
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7his condition was somewhet relieved upon the arrival of en additionel ambue
lance compsny (548th) on the 13th of November and by the withdrewal of eight
(8) ambulances from Field Hospitals. ZIater in the period, one (1) platoon
of the 596th Ambulance Company (2 new arrival in the theater) wes attached

- to the 524 Medicel Bn for operationsy; snd two platoons were attached to the
181st Mediecal Bne

To doordinate evacuation being carried on by the 18lst Medical Bn, an advance
CP was established at 2 convenlent point for all the seperste compenies. Re=
ports were made to this control point every three houss, giving the number of
patients already evacuated, bed status and surgicel capscity of the different
evacuation hospitals. Using this method, it was possible to route patients
to different hospitals when either of the above mentioned situations became
eriticales It elso enabledthe ambulance control officer to shift smbuiances
to different esreas as the occﬁi?ion demended.

In snticipation of river crossings that might have to be made in the future,
plans were stertedt o make use of DUXW's &s evacuation crafte.

Another possibility that hed to be considered in preparing for the winter
campaign, was the fect thet heavy snows could be expected in the regions where
operations were expected to teke plsce, thus meking evecuation by the usuel
methods an extremely difficult tesk in certain areas. To meet this problem it
was decided that toﬁﬁigan sleds would be the most satisfactory means of evace
wating patients from s2reas which would be inaccessible by other means due to
the snow. It was estimated that 100 sleds would be sufficient to care for

the needs of Seventh Armye. Regquests were made through proper channels for
provision of same.

In the latter part of the month, notification was received that in the near
future, the following medical units would be available for Seventh Army:

mbulmoa Compani.es..u........ -]
MOdiO&l Bn Hq & Hq Da‘bu--.....
Medical Coll COocsesvssecasscese
VMedical Clrg COescosscscecsnens
Medical Group HQeesossasossssee

KN

Among these, it was felt that the only units that would prove of value ©o the
Army, were the smbulance companies, one (1) Med Bn fg & Hq Det, three (3) Med
Coll Co'se, ome (1) Med Clrg Co, as there was a definite need for these units
to help meet requirements for evacustiom. The extra Med Bn Hq & Hq Det and
the Med Group Hq were not considered to be of any resl benefit toward bolstere
ing medical support of the Army at the time.

With the sssistance of the additionel units received during the monthend a
shifting of troops, evacustion procedure was back to 2 more normsl level at
the end of the periods

-5-
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. At the end of the month, the NMedical Battalions end ettached companies were
located as follows:

52d H@dicﬂl En Hq & Hq Dﬂtonoa.noa---aoo-.-ﬂt Dia, France
376th Medicel Coll COssesssssnssesssecsecMutzig, France
377th Medical 0011 COesestcssncsssncssss uEpinnl, France
378th Medical COll COececscssesssecasssesCharmols, France
5824 pmbulance COsssscsssscssscossessassslt Die, France
596th Ambulance Co (lﬂt Plt)oooooo-on.coost Varie, France

181lst Medical Bn Hq & Hg Dgtooolooooo'o.-osaLunWillﬂ, France
441st Wedicel Coll COevevevscccescsssesccluneville, France
674th Medicel Coll Go..u.uu.......-...S‘br&sbourg, France
677th Medical Coll COsevevscsssscssensesssLuneville, France
431gt Medicel C0ll COseceeeteccssscsscasssluneville, France
548th Ambulance COsceeesestsceccccsesesseSarrebourg, France
596th Ambulsnce Co (7q & 2 Plts)esscecsssluneville, France

55th Med Bn ﬁq & Hq De‘bu-..u....-....uooSlrrobourg, France
494th Medical Coll COsecccccececcecssssscSchwindratzheim, France
496th Medical Coll COseeseeescsncsvceccecSaverne, France
650th Med Clrg Co¢2=md Plt)..-....-e-.....Sarrobourg, France

56th Med Bn Hq & HQ De'bouu.uuuu.u.umsselonno, France
885th Medicel Coll COcescsssesssccenseeseSt Die, France
886th Medieal Cﬂll COese -o.onoa.aaoo-o.-omﬂﬂﬁlome,- France
891st Mediocal Clrg Co (lst Plt)eeceseceecseSt Die, France
89131: Medical CIrg Co (211(1 Pl'b)ol.. .u'.umsselonne, France
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BOSPITALIZATION: Due to the shortsge of sdequste hospitalizetion fecilities, both
Field and Evecuation Hospitals, moderstely to severely wounded casualties were
being forced to wait for surgery on an eversge of seven (7) to twelve (12)

hours and in some instances as much as twenty (20) hourse.

On 11 November, motification was received from Sixth Army Group that three (8)
Evecuation Hospltals (400 Reds) would be available for Army but that the pere
sonnel would need further trairing before being allowed to set up in combat
erees. Plans were made to place the persommel of these units on temporary
duty with hospitals elready functioning until such time as they were in a
position to set up their own units and begin eperstionss This procedure wes
cerried out for two weeks, at the end of vhich time, plensg were made to put twe
of the hospitels (116th & 117th) into operatiom. wWhen they were in & position
to receive patients, the evscueting sgencies were ingtructedt o uge careful
judgement in the type casualties they evecuasted to these hospitels end to send
only minor cases whenever possible ir order that they gradually beceme accuste
cnned to the type work that would be expected of them in the future. The per=
sonnel of the 132nd Evecuation Hospitel were left on duty with other units

&t the time es it was felt that with the two new hospitals in operation there
would be sdequete fecilities to care for patients until the 1%2nd had received
more training in field worke

As the need for Field Hospitals became more acute, repested requests were mede
to ETOUSA, through Sixth Army Group, to provide Seventh Army with two eddition-
el unite of this type as they were considered the minimum requirement to cere
for nonetransportsble and to eccomplish the sssigned mediecal mission, maintaine
ing the stendsrds demsnded by higher authority.

In order to relieve the situation somewhat, it wes determined that if the Field
Hospitals then essigned to Seventh Army and attached to VI and XV Corps were
relieved of such esttachments and placed under direct Army control it would per=
mit more flexibility. As the situation stood at the time, ome unit of e Field
Hospital supported & Division and for each two (2) Divisions, an extra unit was
required to permit leap-frogging. VI Corps had a totsl of six units, while XV
Corps had a totel of three units. In view of the fact that more divisions

were to be committed at an early date end in the event that XV Corps scquired one
(1) pivision, there would be no reserve hospital unit for leap-frogging. If
they scquired two more divisions, there could be no lesp=frogging and one Divie
gicn would mot be supported at ell. Thus, if the hospitals were under Army
control it would be easier to shift the units sround where they would be most
needed. The plan was submitted to G=4 and G-3 for approvel and the chenges
msde accordinglye.

Due to the uncerteinyy of obteining additional Field Hospitals &s requested,
efforts were made to heve the 57th Field Hospital released from Comzone NMTOUSA
Advence snd mede svailable to Seventh Army to give additionsml medical support
for non=trsnsportsble cesuslties. Arrangements were mede whereby this unit
was to be placed on duty with Army on e temporary loan basis subject to receall
at any time CZ MPOUSA needed ite This did relieve the pressure but still left
the matter unsettled es it was nmot known when the 57th would be recelled and es
far ag could be sscertained, there were still no prospects of additional Field
Hospitals being assigned to Seventh Armye
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In the early part of the month, the Hq end lst Platoon of the 650th Medicel
Clearing Compeny set up 2 100 Bed Hospital in the vicinity of Roms.in, Frence
for the purpose of relieving pressure on the llth snd 5lst Evecuation Hospitals
who were backing up Division Clearing Stetione of the XV Corps. As this wes e
small instellation without a great amount of equipment, the only patients sent
there were those suffering minor injuries or illnesses.

Wotification was received thet medical plans for the near future were to be -
based on units required to support nine (9) Infentry Divisions end nine (9)
separete Infantry Regiments. This is to be in addition to medical units al-
ready requested to support seven (7) Infantry Divisions. Working on the essump=
tion that hospitalization would remain at about the seme ratio as in the psst,
the following units were requested:

Hed Bn (SOP) Hq & Hg Deteestésceccase
Wed CGll COsscsvsncecscscecesansscnses
Med Clrg COetesseecssscssssnssccscnns
mbulmce co..l..........‘......C....
Fi@ld Hospitlllloool‘oaco-ooooa.n.a.c
Evecuation Hospitel (400 Beds)esseeve
A.ux Surg Gl'oup.o.......o...'.........
Yed Gas Treatment Blleesessessssssnosese

R N B

In the forwerd movement, it was expected thet some Allied Prisoners of War would
be uncovered in territories formerly held by the enemy and with this in mind,
the medical section weas advised to make prepearstions for the medical care eand
evecustion of such personnelc There was very little informetion given e&s to
what basis to use for determining the mediecal needs, but suggestions were made
es to type and number of mediocal units needed for this purpose. The following
listed units were judged to be a minimum requirement.

Med Bn (SQP) HQ & Hq Detesscsssessc
Med Coll COcsessecsevscssncssssanasc
Med_ Clrg COO.....Qo..o.o.o-o-co...o
Field Hospitll-..;o-...............
Mallri‘ Control Uﬁit--oc-onooootcoo

HGAAMNO N

During the edvences, wounded civilians from the forward areas were being evec-
uweted out of the aree to Army Evecuetion Hospitels. This overtsxed the medical,
surgical and bed fecilitles of these installations snd interfered with the proper
hendling of US patients. The civilians, in most instences, could have been

sent to and cered for in local or nearby civilien hospitels. It was therefore
necessary to direct the sttention of all concerned in this matter to the proper
procedure of disposing of such patientse The following informetion was publishe
ed snd distributed to 21l who would be faced with such & problemg

"Except in extreme emergencies and for immediate life-saving
trestment, civilians will not be evacuated to Army Evacuation
Hospitels, but will be hospitelized in aveilable civilian
institutions provided for that purpose™.

=
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Toward the end of the month of November it beceme possible to move some of the
Evacuetion Hospitels to areas closer to the actuel combet zone as hospitaliza-
tion fecilities had been eesed sufficiently to permit the closing of some ine
stellations without seriously affeecting hospital accomodations.

At the clese of the period, the hospitels were located as follows:

9th Evecuation Hospiteleesesccssocecscssscescessssseseluneville, France
11th Evscuaticn Hcspital.-....-..o.o-........-...-....Lnrquin, France
27th Evacueation Hoapital oo-.-oo.otoooooooc-.....-o...Elocarat’ France
51st Evecustion HospitaleeceesesseceresssccescssscesesssSt Die, France
59th E"cu&tion Hospital...I.I.Ol..ll.l.l..!.i.o..l.llEpin.»l’ Fr’nc.e
93rd Evacustion HospitaleeseeeccesssscccccccscssssesssosRambervillers, France
95th Evacuetion Hospital-.............................Epinll, France
116th Evacuation Hospital......-........-..............Surrebourg, France
117th ETlQuation Hospitnl-----.-..............-........Phnlsbourg, Frence
132nd Evacustion Hospitaloo....................-..--...Stlging
2nd Convalescent Hoapital-.e.........................Epinal, France
NP Hospital #i (682d Med Clr CO).-..-.-c-c---ootnoco.SIll.B, Frence
NP HOSpitll #2 (616th Med Clr Co lst Plt)..o...-.-..oRumain, France
VD Hospital (616th Med Clr Co 2d Plt)secescecscescsccesSarrebourg, France
Hg & 1 Plt 650th Med Clr Co (100 bed Hospital)ee.ses.eoBlaineville, France
10th Field HOSpitll Hq & Hg DoetscesesssscssccsscsnnesSenONG, France
Uﬂit #1..0.0ntuooooeocqoooo-ooooon-oloooocooooo-o-oMut!ig, France
m’.it %......'.-l............................-.‘...sanono’ Fr..nce
Uﬂit,#ﬁto.co.-o-o--o-ooo-a-.tcno.o-ooo--..-oa-c-..tRle!PVillBrS, Frence
11th Field Hospital Hq & AQ DeteccccessssrcasesessseesBruyeres, France
Uhit #it.o.-to.o0...-00.-...00--.ol.aoo.o....--oc..Bln de Laveline, France
Unit #2.-..-.-.-..'.--..................-..u.......Bruyeres, France
Unit %.‘........................-.I...............Lo Homld’ Fmee
54th Fileld Hospital Fg & Hg DetescscesccscccseeseseeceoSaverne, France
Imit #.......-........'.."....'..‘.....'.....‘.'.Brmth’ France
Uhit #2--........-.-.....-..oo...-......-.......-..S&rrobcurg, Frence
Tnit #5..;0.--ocn--c.ooo--a-ooon---..a.o-.o.-o--.-cLﬂhOVille. France
57th Fiold HOBpital Hq & Hq D‘tol.ooooco.tl. ssssnsie .Slrrabourg, France
Unit #1.....---.....-.......--.-...................Hochfelden, France
Unit #2...-......................-.................Sarrebourg, France
Unit #.-lalt-v'0..-.-0..-......-.0....-..o.oono.ltmmller, France

The above units were supporting seven (7) Infantry Divisions (US) and ome (1)

Armored Division (FR)e >
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SUPPLY: There have been few chenges in the medieel supply situetion during
the periods The 7th Medicsl Cepot Compeny, opprating in two seotions, ome in
Epinel and the ébher in Luneville, remeained static throughout the month and
the routine procedure in hendling supplies was carried out. Towerd the end
of the month, the mejority of medical supplies coming fpom the Base Section,
were being concentrated in the Luneville Depot as the Epinel Depot was prep=
aring for movement to & more forwerd ares gse as to be closer te the combet
units and in the seame genersl srea as the hospitals scheduled to mwve forward.

VETERINARY: The Veterinery units of Seventh Army were opersting under contrel
of the First French Army in the ares from the Vosges to Nice, the 17th Beter=
inary Evecuation Hospital at Grenoble and the 45th Veterinary Company at Gapa

One platoon of the 45th Feterinery Co was moved to Nice to give service to the
mules of the 601 end 602 Field Artillery Bns (Peck and Glider, respectively).
One smbulance, & Veterinary officer and four (4) enlisted men of the 45th were
sent north to Chenimenil to support the 513 QM Peck Troops The 17th Veterinary
Bvac Hospitel remeined at Crenoble, acting as a base hospital, operating 196
stallse

The Food Inspection Service, operating with Seventh Army Class 1 QM, supervised
the issue of 2,113,013 pounds of food products of animal origin, 7,005,887
Pleld Rations, 12,736,863 pounds of balanced "B" rations and 11,632,000 pounds
of unbalenced "B"™ retions.

SAﬁITATION & HEALTH: During the psriod covered, no senitery problems or disesse

.....

outbresks of unusuel interest occurred.

The general trend of communiceble disesses is seen in the following tebulstion
of rates per thousean per snnum for Seventh Army troops, for the four (4) week
period ernding 26 August, the five (5) week period ending 30 September, the
four (4) week period ending 28 Qectocber and the four (4) week period ending 25
November 1944.

August September October November
Mll..ril.aoo-cc saspesene 92‘07 147051 107.01 48,03
Tﬁtll Raspirttory. sssse 01o05 T3.76 166 .48 128,22
TO“:O}. Intestinglesccecs 32,68 604,26 63 24 40,31
Infectious Hepetitisee 4076 11.38 24,31 20043

Pneumonia hass shown & slight increase over the previous month. There have
been no cases of diphtheria or typhoid fever.

The most important problem in preventive medicine was trench foot which showed

& steady incresse in incidence through Qctober, up th the middle part of November
when the rste decremsed. The number of cases reported by Army hospitels are as

follows ¢
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