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the 3d Dattalion as forward obseivers, During the day, 124 rounds eof H,:.
were fired in suppori of the Combat Team. : _ 3

On 19 &pﬁl. the MM fired 200 rounds of H.5., and on thﬁ
fellowing day, 11 april, 5 rounds were fired on base point ifor reglstration.

‘However, most enemy targeis were cut of renge snd displacesent forward was

not possible g8 roads were impassable., The company fired nc rounds the
following day, still unabls to displace due to impassable resds.

: On the 13th of april, the company displaced fomward to new posi-
tions st Carrare, The position was cecupied Just before dawn. It was lesred
lster thet the compeny wes under hostile observation end that for several
heurs there were no friendly troops other than the company as flank security
of the Combat Team, ILsmediately upon the opening of fire for registration

 4n the afterncon, counter-battery fire was recelved from enesy self-propelled

guns and srtillexy located at Punte Dlanca., One man was wounded by this fire
. During the night of 13-1k April, the compeny was subjected to |, -
moderate enemy artillery fire, wounding three enlisted men, one of whom died

- later, ‘Iwo rounds of W.P. wers fired ln an attempt lo reglsier, but cbserve-

tion was impossible due to & hsavy fog, However, ehemy counter-battery fire
was recelved lmsediately sfter the company opened fire. The ensmy had good

" observation on the high ground in froat of the Reglment on our left.

/8/ Sydney . Pruce

Jt/ SYDNBY &, BRUCE
lst 1Li, Ianfentry
Comnanding

A TRUS XXIRACT COPY:

ORVILLE C. SHIREY
Captein, Infantry,
Sy bi2d RCT,
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HEAD UARTERS COMPANY
4420 FEGINENTAL CUMBAT TEAM
AP0 182 US Amay

_ 7 Cetober 1945
“UBJECT: Operational Report.

70 : gméj_nd!ng Officer, 442d Regimental Combat Team, AFC #7682,
s ¥, Ay,

Prior to the day the Combet Team was slerted to go on line for the

spring offensive along the Ligurisn Cosst, two enlisted men from the company
- returned ‘rom a mine schocl held at the 92d Division headquarters near

Viareggio, Itsly. The Radio Jection received a new type of radie set
designated as the SCR 684, & comparatively new set for coshat operations.

On 5 April 1945, the day of the "jump-off", both the SCR 300 and
694 redio sets opened their nets at C455, Contact was estsblished with
cub plenes carrying the divisional commander and staff and the forward
cbserveiion posts, All eneny action was received through the 300 radio.

- Cné wire crew, the nimht before, 4 April, laid a communication line
to the 3d Battalion which was to cttack Mt. Folgorito at 0500 hours, This
line wes laid under cover of darimess. Four wiremen each carried a D-E 4
(1/2 mile of 110 wire) up the steep slope where the 3d Battalion CP was
located. Another wire crew laid communication lines teo the 100th Battalion
CP, while another laid locals witlinthe Regimental CP, After the 3d Battalien
Jjusped off, the 2d Battalion moved into position msar the 3d Battallion CP,
One wire crew wes sent out 10’ lay a line from the 2d Battalion to the CP,
This line wes laid under eneny cbservation. The wire crews muintained
wire communications during the rest of the day and through the night,

On this day, the I & R platoon sent out two squad to operate an observatien
post for the Fegimental 5taff. Communicstien lines were laid by the men in
the squads with the assistance of company wire crews., This line was lald up

a 500 foot hill in the vicinity of Vallecehlia. From this OP, enemy action
on the right flank was observed. Information relayed to the CF proved
gic value 25 eneny was sent into disorganizstion and confusion

by friendly action. :
On$ 4 , the Radio Section contimued to maintein communication

on both the 300 snd 694 seis.between the battalions and cbservation posts.

The main radic traffic was on the 300 radio. The wire crew laid mnother

line to the 3d Battalion through another route as the battalion had moved to

another position, The wire men were foreed to maintain the line all day

as the line was frequently cut by artillery fragmente, The I & R platoen

continued to man the Regimental OF all day end through the night by altemating

On 7 April, three men from the Radio Section volunteered te
carry rations to the 3d Battalion . These three men were wounded when they
cane under an intense mortar bsrrsge.while carrying the supplies, Two switeh-
board eparstors from the Wire Ssction volunteered to carry rations and supplies
to the 3d Battalion on Et, Folgorite, The I & E platoen continued to maintain
the observation post near Valleechis, while another squad was sent to maintain
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another OP located near Castello, AS enemy artillery fire inecreased, the
comuunication lines were broken, but in each instance, the lines were quickly
repaired by the men operating the OPs,

When the 442d Combat Team wes entering Montignoso on € April, unidentified
tanks were observed by the 3d Battalion OF, Before artillery fire was to be
placed, the identity of the tanis had to be known, Contact with these tanks
was established through our 300 redio sets, the = were friendly, The wire
section continued maintaining cawunication lines, znd also prepared for move-
ment to a new CP site. The I & E platoon was to lay smoke pots nesr
Mt, Folgorite for a supply route, The smoke screen was a suceess, enabling
supplies to move zhead,

On 9 April, the Hegimental CF moved into Montignoso., The elements of
the I & R platoon were attached to the 24 Battelion to msintain an OP, The
follewing day, the plstoon conlinued manning OPs, and also sided in bringing
back priseners to the rear Heginental CP. _

Cn 11 April, the forward redio crew departed for Pariana, carrying all
radio equipment themselves over steep and broken terrain, Although the terrain
was not favorsble for radic camunication, communication was maintained,

On 13 April, the Negimental CP moved into the town of Carrara. Wiremen
of the company laid wires to the separate companies, locals, and to the forward
battalions., One crew laid & line to the 34 Battalion in Uragnana and alse set
up 2 switch, Another crew with the sssistant commmnication’ officer, went to
Castelpoggio to lay the 24 Battalion line, 'hile laying this line, the men
were under enemy observation and ceme under a barrage of morter fire, Although
the Fegimentsl Wire crews usually lay lines to the battalion resr CPs, this
wire crew laid a line to the 24 Bsttalion forward CP, The siteh at Cragnana,
wiich came under heavy artillery fire, operated with efficiency with wie wire
erew, Artillery fire coming frem Funta Blanca hit the town of Carrara contin-
wally, many hits were scored on the Regimental CP and campony CF, Two wire
men were wounded while laying wire to Service Company in Carrars by this fire,

/e/ ¥ilton A, Hirsh Jr

/t/ ¥ILON A. HIRSH JR
Captain, me.
Commanding.

& BXTRACT TRUE COPY
OMILIE C. CHIRSY

Captein, Infantry,
3 M, M mr&
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L42D REGIMENTAL COMBAT TSAM
APO 782 ; U S Ay

7 October 1945

S‘UBJEECT: Oporati.om.l ROport.

10 t Commarding Officer, 442d Negimental Combat Team,
APO 732’ U. S, w.

- On 5 April 1945, alter carrying on their backs medical supplies,
litters and individual full field pecks through steep and winding trails to
the "jump=off* point on the night of 3 April, the 100th and 3d Battalion
Medical Sections were commiited to action, accompanying their respective
battalions. Both battalions met heavy nesistance imnediately, and casualties
passing through both battalion aid stations were very heavy. Constant enemy
artillery and mortar barragzes in-the vicinity of the forward aid stations
made treatment and evacuabion of the wounded trying and diffleults Despite
the mountainous and torturous terrein, the evacuation of casuvalties was -
effected by the litter relay train system. This process took litter bearers;
walicing continuously, & hours to complete a case., The first day's casualties
totalled well over 130 plus many medical cases, Due to the fact that the
ald station groups anticipated heavy casuslties, all necessary arrangements
were completed before the “jump-clf" and the casualties were evacuated and
treated with minimum loss of time.

On 6 April, the 2d Batt-lion Medical Section moved intc line and
met the same difficult evacuation problems as other aid stations. In addi-
tion, the 2d Bn sid station was subjected to mortar and artillery barra es
and long renge machine gsun fire, which made the precess of trestment and
evacuation all the more trying., Iitter bearers from the Irovisional Company,
Company B, 317th Medical Rattalion, and Italian Fartisans assisted the 24
Bn Medical Section in evacuating the battalion's casualties.

During the first 4 days of action, ledical Detachment persomnel,
who were serving the aid stetions and the front-line companies, suffered
casualties totalling 13 WIA end 1 KIA from enemy action,

Throuzh the night of & spril and the morning of ¢ /pril, the eva-
cuation of the wounded continued to remain over the long and torturous tér-
rain, Fowever, the Combat Teau's casualties since the first day became
considerably lower., Cn the afternocon of 9 April, s new route was opened on
Highway #1, redueing the 12-hour evacuation trip to 2 hours and relieving
somgwhat the litterbearers, who had been working long continuous hours, |
These included the men from the Frovisional Company, Antl-Tenk Company, the
anti-tank platoons of sach battalion, and Italian civilians,

On the 13th of April, the Regimental Section moved into Carrara by
moior convoy from Massa, During the evening, the TGegimental CP and Add
Station were subjected to heavy shelling from coastal junsé located at Punta
Bianca, 4 direct hit wes sccred on our 25 ten truck, setting it and a medical
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Jeep which was adjacent to it on fire. Both vehicles were « total loss,
. Boguipment and records were partly sslvaged and no troop casuvalities were

suffered. During the four<hour peried from 1515 teo 1500 hours, same 1300

rounds of fire ol ell types were thrown near the Regimental Section.

/8/ Clarence i, Buckley,

" Jt/ CLARGNCS H, HUCKLEY,
Kajor, Xedical Corps,
Feglmental Surgeen,

A TRUT EXTRACT COPY:
ORVILLE C, 3HIREY

Captain, Infantry,
15-2’ M RcTt
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SERVICE COMPANY
LL2D REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM
APO #782 US.ARMY

7 Cetober 1945
SUBJECT: COperations Report.

70 : Commanding Officer, 4424 Regimental Combat Team,
APQ 782, U, 5. Army.

#When the Combet Tcam launched the diversionary attack
along the Ligurian Coast of Italy on 5 April 1945, the company
- was bivouacked near Usmaiore, Italy, from which polint it
serviced the attacking elements of the Combat Team. Although
the ares dld not come under enemy shellfire, elements of the
company, such a8 trueck drivers heuling supplies to the forward
vattalion supply dumps, came under fire but without suffering
casualties,

During the rirst five days of operstions, the company
was texed with the problem of resching supplies to the forwerd
elements of the Comb:ut Team, operating on rugged mountainous
terrain which necessitated the hand-carrying of all ratiocuns
and ammunition. The compeny supply offlicers and enlisted men
personnel attoched to each battalion, supervised the distribu-
tion and packing of supplies, established supply routes up to
¥t. Folgorito and Mt Carehlo, supervised the carrying ies
made up of both Combat Team personnel and Italisn civilians,
and often times led the supply parties to the unloading point.

On 13 April, the company moved into Carrsrs by motor
convoy, and wes met by & hesvy artillery shelling as it entered
the town. On this day, the Reglmentsl ammunitvion dump was also
moved into Cerrara. Despite the shelling of the town, the
munitions personnel successfully unloaded and placed the-
asmunition in s safe a place as possible. Mo casualties were
suffered by the company &8 spite of the artillery fire comlng
from Punte Bdanca, The moving of the ammunition dump into the
town wes necessary since the supply route to the soubth wes
aluost lmpassable due to enemy shelling snd bridge blowing.

Lnemy shelling of the town continued intermittently
during the day and nlght for the next several days.

The FPostal Section operated esch day, going for the
mell to Viaregglo snd making the dlstribution of mell and parcels
to the companies.

/8/ Roderick Matheson
N /t/ RODERICK MATHESON
A TRUE EXTRACT COPY : Captein, Infantry
_ Commanding.
ORYILLE C. SHIREY
Ceptain, Infantry
S=2, hLh2d RCT,
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7 Cctober 1945

SUBJECT: Operational Report.

TO : Commanding Officer, 4424 Regimental Combat Team,
APQ 782, U, 8. Army.

. When the 4424 Infentry lsunched its attack along the
Ligurian Coast in Italy on 5 April 1945, the third platoon of
the Engineers was called upon to support the infantry by sweep=-
ing roads for mines and meintaining them in the area north of
Mount Altissimo,

During the rapid advence of the L42d Infantry the do=-
zer was used constantly to fill roed eralers, remove carcesses of
dead animsls Trom supply lines, and bulld by-pesses. On 10
April 1945, the 100th snd 24 Sattalions adveneing north and east
of Massa in a drive towerd Carrara, Italy, were in need of a
suitable supply end evacuation route. The road from Masse to
ganevars had been made impassable by s 50-yard long orater dug
by the retreating Germens on the out-skirts of Messa., It was
also mined with anti-tank, enti-personnel, and artillery shells
gonverted into mines with pressure devices which were buried
toc deep for detection by electrieal mine detectors or probing.

The 2324 Engineers began the work of opening this vital
route at 1300 hours -10 April 1945 in spite of heavy enemy artile
lery barrages which intermittently hit the sree and mines whieh
weres highly sensitized by the long periocd underground, The com-
pany, reslizing the oriticsl need for the rosd for evacustion
end supply, worked continucusly, alternating among the three
platoons of 40 men sach cn every shift, under intermittent bere
rages which caused some damage t0 equipment and wounded two rifle-
men standing in the work erea. By methodieal hend probing and
by the use of detectors when feassible, 20 12" artillery shells
rigged a8 mines were removed with truek winches. - In additlion,

30 schu-mines, 3 Tellermines, and 5 Italisn box-uines were re-
moved. '

The highly sensitized nature of the mines snd the dif-
fleulty of detection mede the work of the dozer operestors e
hazerdous proposition. Four dozer operators who ctraved this danger
in order to help open the route without delay were wounded when
their dozers were blown up by undetected mines. Despite the
fact that 1 officer, 4 dozer operators, and 2 other enlisted men
were injured in four mine explosions and shelling continued un=
sbatingly the work wes coantiaued without let=-up. :

See~hive charges were utilized in blowing up the side
of the cut to get material for an embankment, when one of the
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wrecked D7 dozers could not be removed, an ingeniocus solution
was evolved whereby the ilmmovable dozer wes used ag a trestle
and & 30-feet bridge of 10-ton capacity was bullt over it., Af=-
ter working from 1,00 10 April, the ingineers had the supply
and evacuation route open by 2200 hours the next day. The
opening of this vital link from Massa to Canevara with = min-
imum of delsy helped opean the only supply route and alleviated
the serious supply difficulty caused by terrain that precluded
the use of hand-carrying parties,

Frequently details of wmen from the oompany were detache
ed and attached to 4424 Infantry units to clear gaps through
minefields and do othor engineer work during infantry assaults.
During the sttack Mount Belvedere by the 24 Battalion, cne
squad of the first platoon was attoched to F Company to do
engineer work from 7 April to 10 April. On 12 April three en=
listed men were attnchsd to I Company, and four enlisted men were
attached to L Company. One squad of the first platoon was at-
tached to the 24 Battalion from 13 April to 15 April, and from
20 spril to 23 /pril ome squad of third platoon was attached to
the 100th Battalion to de onglnsor work. ;2

/8/ Pershing Nekeda,

/t/ PERSHING MAEADA,
Captain, Corps of Engrs,
Commanding.

A TRUE EXTRACT COFY:
ORVILLE C. SHIRSY

-Capt., Infantry,
8-2, 4424 RCT.
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Proposed Citation, 100th Battalion,
4424 Regimental Combat Team

ARNEX NO. L - Proposed Citation, 100th Battalion, 4424
Regimental Coabat Team. i



DECLASSIFIED :

i
Authioriny i
s 788 217 |
e o 5402 |

HEADQUARTERS 92d INFANTRY DIVISION JEW /5]

APO 92, US Army
AG 200, 6~AD 26 September 1945

SUBJECT: Citation of Unit (Oak Leaf Cluster)

TO: Cemmanding General, MTOUSA,
APO 512, US Armmy

1. Under the provisiens of Circular Number 333, War Department,
1943, it is recemmended that the 100th Battalien, 442d Regimental Cembat
Team, be cited in War Department General Orders for outstanding accemplish-
ment in combat during the peried 5 and 6 April 1945, near Serswezza, Italy,

2, The 442d Infantry attached to the 92d Infantry Divisien was order-
ed te attack in the Ligurian Coast secter of the 5th Ammy frent en 5 April
1945, The division ebjective was the naval base at La Spezia. The secter
assigned to the 442d Infantry Regiment was the mountain secter commanding
the coastal plains overleeoking the cities of Massa, Carrara, Sarzana, and
La Spezia, This high ground if secured would necessitate a German with-
drawal on the coastal plains. The object of the attack (made 11 days
prier to the jump off of the balance of the 5th and 8th Amy troeps in

- Igaly) was to cause the enemy to divert reserces frem the Po Vglley secter
- te the Ligurian Ceast sector and thus weaken the Fo Valley sector and pre-
pare it for assault by other elements., As shown by later developments,
the success of the attack affected a feint which centributed to the over-
whelming "breakthrough" of the 5th and 8th Armies on the oppesite Po Valley
Sector of the Iltalian Front.

In the 442d plan the 100th Battalion was to make a frontal attack frem
our MLR on hill Florida on the formidable ridge running frem Rippa nerth te
Mount Felgerita, cemposed of hills called Georgéa, Chie's 1, 2, 3, and Recky
Ridge. The long prepared enemy defenses on this 1500 te 2000 feet ridge had
resisted numerous attacks by other elements and had prevented the advance
of the 5th Amay front in this secter for some 5 months. The positions were
composed of reinforced and inter locking trench systems, 12 built-up reck pill
boxes, mutually supperting machine gun emplacements, caves with embrasures
covering all approaches, and a very large bombproff dugout used to shelter
the enemy during barrages. Heavily-laden enemy minefields covered the en-
tire forward and severse slopes of hill Geergia and all probable avenues of
approach were especially concentrated with hostile mines. Attthe time of
the attack these positions wére manned by 1, 2, 3, and 5 companies of the
lst Battalion, 285th Regiment, and some elements of the 1li8th Fusilier
Battalion., Enemy artillery on the coastal plain, including naval coastal
defense guns at Punta Bianca, had anlimited observatien and direct fire on
the battalion sector.
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Though the terrain in the sector dichated that md envelopment movement
could be accemplished on the right side of the ridge, it would be possible
to envelope frem the valley on the left flank. However, it was decided by
the battalion to attack along the top of thé ridge with supperting fire frem
hill Flerida and the coastal plains held by our treops. The cempanies were
assigned their objectives, When these objectives were gained, the companies

~ were to establish a base of fire; and the next company was to work its way
under cover of fire through the left flank to the next objective. These
tactics were to continue until the battalion's hold on the ridge was widened
and other movements were made possible., Enemy observation from Recky Ridge
and the Ohio's weretteo be smoked and kept continually under fire.

Under cover of darkness on the night of 3 April 1945 the 100th Bn moved
into the town of Vagllechia and remained under cover during daylight of the
following day. At 1800 heurs, 4 April, the 8lmm Hortar Platoen of Co D, 100th
Bn worked their way up to their initial gun position, behind a leng ridge
1500 yards northwest of V,llechia, and registered on their present principal
targéts—Georgia, the Ohio's, and Rocky Ridge. During the night of 4 April
the remainder ef the battalion moved up to the ridge Florida; relieved the
3rd Bn, 37lst Infantry Regt; and set up a base of fire with the machine gun
platoons of Co D, plus 2 platoons of 37lst Inf, supported by the 8lamam mortars
of Co U, 100th Bn and Co M, 371st I,f. Ce B, 100th Bn, was placed on the
line of departure, and Co A was peised to jump off at H hour. This mevement
and relief were so skillfully executed that they were not detected by the
enemy. The battalion established 2 OP's which covered the battalion area
with excellent observation for the first phase of the attack.

At 0430 5 April twe plateons of Co B were deployed on the erest of
Florida hill to give fire support as Co A passed through. 4t 0455B hours
an intenséve artillery barrafe composed of division artillery, attached
TD's, and the AT guns and 8lam mortars of the 100th Bn, 3rd Ba (4424 Inf),
and 371st was laid on Georgia, Recky-Ridge, and the Chie's for & period
of ten minutes. At 0500 the enemy liated with artillery and mertar
fire in the valley on the left flank, running up the draws toward the ridge
and returning, stepping short of the ridge. In planning this, the battalion
had fereseen the probability eof this eneamy counter barrage in these pesitions
and had displaced the troeps so that no damage was done by this enemy shelling.

At 0505 hours, the assault platoons of Company A jumped off and passed
through the left platoon ef Company B, With twe platoons abreast, one on
each side of the north-south ridge mass, Co A started for Geergia hill and
worked its way for a distance of some 150 yards through a very thick minefield.
When the leading elements were almost to the crest of the hill, an enemy mine
was tripped, informing the enemy as to t s direction of our attack. In the
ensuing few minutes, seven more men tripped mines and became casualties. On
detonation of the first mine, the enemy reacted with 6 machine guns, supported
by a considerable number of macnine pistols, rifles, and grenades against the
attacking company. The 3rd platoon on the left flank créwled under the heavy
fire and deployed against the enemy positions. The first squad, under the

—ce
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cover of fire from the otherstwo squads, made & flanking movement &o the
left. BEy creeping slewly through the heavy fire and minefield, they worked
their way to within grenade throwing distance of the first machine gun posi-
tion. Under the covering fire of the squad, the scouts closed in on the

gun position and knocked out the enemy guns by using "toamy guns" and gre~
nades, After silencing the first gun position, the seuuts continued forward
and in the same manner neutralized the second machine gun pesition. The
lead squad then closed with the remaining two enemy gun emplacements, which
covered the approasches to the objective, under the cover of fire from the re-
msinder of the platoon., With the effactive use of all weapens, they success-
fully knocked out these positions. The remainder of the plateon, after an
intensive firefight with the enemy lodged near the peak of the crest, succeed-
ed in reaching the peak, Heanwhile, the 1st platoon on the other side of
the ridge mass worked their way through the minefiield and moved up rapidly
to the crest of the hill; and by 0530B hours, A ce had completely occupied
the hill mdss of Georgia, Mpite the crest. :

The eneny, from well entrenched pesitions on the northern slopes of
Georgla, laid down & wail of small arms fire with automatic weapons, gre- -
nade launchers, and bazookas on the crest of the hill and stopped the ad-
vance of Co A. Subsequently, the enemy laid down a very heavy concentration
of mortar and artillery fire, which made further advance too costly. fWhen
Ce A reached the crest of the hill, Co C was ordered to attack through the
left flank of Co A to secure and occupy Chio 1 and Rocky Ridge. At 0600
hours, Co C passed through 3rd platoon of Co B and worked through the left
flank of Co A, In executing this flanking movement, Co C was subjected to .
intense mertar and artillery fire and several casualties were sustained.
automatic fire and grenades from an extension of Georgia in the rear $nerth)
and fire from interlocking machine gun positions between Ueorgia and Chio 1
stopped Cg C almost paralled to Co A's forward advance pesitions. Attempts
to meneuver to the flanks of the resistance resulted in heavy casualties from
antipersonnel mines. ln conjunction with the 3rd plateon of Co A, the lst
platoon of Ce C made rep-ated frontal attacks on enemy bunker pesitions.
Each assault resulted in heavy casualties from automatic fires and mines.
The extensive minefields prevented the use of more than one platoon in
frontal assaults and made flank movements too costly. Squad and platoon
actions agalnst these caves and emplacements were launched time aféer,time,
but but the attacking companies were unable to gain much ground. Hand to
hand cave and trench fighting ensued, during which time grenades were
thrown back and ferth by both sides. Requests were made to higher head-
gquarters for engineer teams to blast these bunkers and emplacements,
but no help came, Flame throwers were also requested to aid in digging
the eneamy out of their positions, but it was not until very late in the
afternoon that two of these flame throwers were made availabke for use.

In the fierce hand to hand fighting two of the bunkers were captured and
Hﬁtﬂlilcd.
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