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HEABEMARTERS
920 INFANTEY DIVISICN
APO#92, U.S. ARMY

7 Cetober 1945
SUBJECT: Citation ef Unit,
Commanding Genersl, nm&a.'m #512, U, S, amy.

1. Under the provisions of Circular Number 333, War Department,
1943, it is recommended that the L42d Fegimental Combat Team, less the 522d
Field Artillery Battalion, be cited in War Department Ceneral Orders for
outstanding sccomplishment in combat during the period 5 April 1945 te 15
April 1945 in the vicinity of Jerravezsa, Carrara and Fosdinovo, Italy.

2. 'The LL2d Regimentsl Combat Team, less the 552d Field Artillery

Battalien, is being recommended for a unit citation for distinguishing
itself by extrsordinsry hercism in sction in which it exhibited gallantry
and determination that set it apart and sbove other units participating in

" the same engagement, 7This sction was the diversion sttack which began 5
April 1945 along the west coast of Italy and served as a feint for the
subsequent break-through of the bulk of Fifth army forces into Bologna and
the Po Valley. This attack in the west was carried cut by the 92d Infantry
Divisien with the 442d Regimental Cowbat Team and the 473d Infantry Regiment
attached for operations. The 370th Infentry Fegiment attacked initially
along the coastal plain, but was relieved after two days by the 473d Infantry
Regiment (Inel.#1 Sketch). Several miles inland, the 442d Combat Team swept
the mountain areas. However, the entire success of the attack hinged upon the
h2d Combaot Team's sbility io completely destroy the enemy's elaborate system
of defensive fortifications, hewn out of solid rock snd reinforced with
concrete, which formed the western anchor of the Cothic Line,
fortifications were so constructed as to give interlocking fires and all-
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"

mobile field puns as well 25 his batteries of long range ceastal rifles
located on Punta Bisnca, a peninsula jutting out from La Spezia. They were
dug into mountain peeks rising almost sheer from the coastal plain, themselves
forsidsble nstursl barriers, and lesding up to Nt. Folgorite(2800°) and k.
Carehio(3000') the peaks of which zave the snemy unlimited observation of the
ligurisn Cosast and Highway #1. So long as the enemy held out here, the coast
and the route north were untenable. T7These rock masses ware bare of vegetation
save for scanty scrub growth, Their surfaces were steep and in places pre-
cipituous. loeose seil and sliding rock made the slow, lsborious ascent
dsngerous in itself without the added hazard of enemy observation and fire.
The enemy forces, which had been upgraded for three weeks prior to the attack,
were veteran troops of the 28lst Fegiment, 148th Division, later reinforced by
five crack battalions which had initially been in reserve, but were later
comnitted by the enemy in sn effort to stop the L42d Combat Team.

In spite of these almost unsurmountable cbstacles, the ememy
positiens which had resisted all assaults through the fall and winter of
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1944=1945 were penetrated by the 4L2d Combat Team on the first day of the
attack, On the second day, 6 April, the entire enemy KLR from Serravezza
to ¥t Carchio was utterly destroyed and our positions were secure, Within
ten days, the 4424 Combat Team had swept forward twelve miles over terrain
that wes never less than mountainous, flanked Massa, occupled Carrara, and
was threatening the lsst defenses before the naval base of La Speézia.

In details, the operations of the 442d Combat Teem were as
followss ;

The Combat Team commender was first faced with the necessity of
making a difficult decision: whether to throw two battalions against these
formidable positions in a frontal sssault or to attempt an encireling movement
which would send one battalion inte a 2500 foot climb up the precipituous
slopes of Mt, Folgorite in totsl darkness, to be followed by a dawn attack
over unknown terrsin, It was decided to follow the lastter plan, since it gave
the Cambat Team the advantage of surprise and, though the physical difficulties
were extreme, indicstions were that the terrain was seo difficult the enemy

. hed not fortified this approach hezvily. Consequently, the 100th Battalion
was assigned the tesk of making a frontal attack on the enemy KLE, situated
on a eeries of sawtooth pesks culminating in the Et, Folgorito hill mass,
These peaks had been designated from scuth to north as "Georgia", "Chieo 1",
"Chio 2%, "Ohio 3", and Ht, Cerretta, The 3d Battalion was directed to make
the encireling movement againet Mt, Folgorite, and the 2d Battalion was held
in mobile reserve, prepared to follow either of the leading battallions should
the necessity arise. (Inel.#2, Sketch)

During the night of 3=4 April, the 3d Battslion marched to an
assembly area in the mmall mountain town of Azzano on the Kt. Cavallo hill
mass, separated by a narrow valley from Mt, Folgorite and under direct
observation of the enemy. The climb to the assembly ares required five hours
with full equipment, snd was asccomplished in total darkness with the steep
rociy trail made even more dangerous by a drizzling rzin. 4 miss-step meant
a plunge of snywhere from 15 to 15C feet down the mountainside. In this climb,
twenty-five men of the battalion were injured in falls, 4ill the fellowing day,
4 April, the battalion remained hidden in the houses of Azzano since the
entire success of the operation hinged on secrecy,

The next night the 100th Battalion moved up te its line of
departure on the hill mass designated "Florida", just south of the enemy held
"Georgia” peak, effecting the relief of elements of the 37lst Infantry
legiment without arousing the slightest suspicion on the part of the enemy
that a relief was taking places it the same time, the night of A~5 April,
the regimental Cannon Compsny moved into position at Vallecchia and tied inte
the Fire Direction Center of the 5%9th Field artillery, acting ae an extra
battery, anti-tank Company, unable to employ its puns effectively in the
mountainous terrain was split up into platoons to act as carrying parties
for retions and smmunition and sssist as litterbearers where needed. Two
platoons were assigned to the 3d Battalion, and one each to the 100th snd 2d
Battalions, The regimental commsnd post was estsblirhed at Vallecchia and
contzct established with the two attacking battalions,

At 0422008 April, the 3¢ Battalion moved out frem izzano, taking
only Coempanies I and L and the mschine gun platoons of Company M for the
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initial sssault, which was to be msde from the saddle between Mt, Folgorite
and ¥t, Carchic at 0505008, at the same time the 100th Battalion made its
frontal assault on the enemy HLE, Picking a route of advance based only en
limited visual reconnsissance and the unconfirmed informstion of a Partisan
as to the whereabouts of enemy concentrations, the battalion climbed toward
its objective, The "trall® sigzagged constantly upwards over the treacher~
ous, shale-covered slope, The men, with full battle equipment, ineluding
mortars snd mechine guns, crawled for the most part on their hands and knees
or pulled themselves up by grasping a low growing shrub or the rifle butt of
the man above them, but often slipping and felling until a comrade caught
them to push or pull them forward again. One rifleman was hospitalized when
a falling boulder struck him and hurled him 60 feet down the slope, Nany
others suffered brulses ard sprains but none turned back. Ansther example of
the difficulty of the climb can be glesned from the fact that it was later
necessary to set up sixteen relay sid posts along the treil to evacuate the
battalion's wounded,

The attack on the Ht, Folgoerito-lit, Carchic ridgeline was sched-
uled for 0500 hours and was to be made without artillery preparation. Due
to the almost superhuman tesk of scaling the mountainside to reach the line
of departure, the troops did not jump off until some minutes after the sched-
uled time, but by 0600 hours, some time before dawn, the stteck was in full
swing, Thus, the attaciking bat after six hours of exhausting effort,

;

men trying to seize Mt, Carchio at this time, so Company I contented itself
with driving the amall enamy foree into the recesses of the peak, meanwhile
destroying two observation posts by artillery fire, Ieanwhile Company L

was driving rapidly toward Mt. Folgorito, until they were halted and forced to
seel cover about midway to the peak as the enemy, desperate to hold thie key
observation post, countered with s storm of smsll arms, machine gun, mertar,
and artillery fire, Casualties were heavy, but the attacking forces held
grinly to the ground already seised, and repelled a sharp cowmnterattack. iove
ing carefully through the heavy fire, Company L had reached the base of the

» when the enesy observation posi located on the
heavy mortars, aruuo;y, and the heavy
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coastal rifles of Fun the peak. Although casualiies were
again heavy, the attacking troops made their way with great coursge and deter-
mination through the fire, secured base of the peak, and stormed the summit,
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K and the remainder of M, which had suffered 3€
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slopes to rejoin the battalion, dug in to hold the ground gained.
Simultanecusly with this operation, the 100th Battalion of the

4h2d Combat Tean had attacked north toward kt. Folgord
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drove scuth., A ten minute preparatery barrage by the 599th and 329th Field
artillery Battalion, the Cannon Company of the 442d Combat Company
of the £95th Tank Destroyer Battalion, B Company of the 84th Chemical Bat-
talion (4.2 mortar), and the asssult guns of the 756th Tank Battalions had
driven the enemy into his emplacesents, and the 100th Battalion attacked
behind this devastating fire at OSC500B April., The first cbjective was
"0eorgia” peaks 'This imob of solic rock, containing at lesst fifteen emplace-
ments and manned by s company of the enemy, had never been reduced though it
hdd been shelled and attacked constantly over & five month peried. The lead-
ing elements of the 100th Bsttalion had advanced approximately 150 yards
toward their objective through a thickly sown minelield when an enemy mine
was tripped. Almost immediately, seven more mines were tripped, causing
heavy cesualties and bringing down grenade, asutomatic and small arme fire
on the attacking forces. Not cnce did the troops falter, By 0532 B, they
had destroyed the ensuy's defenses and gained the crest of the "Georgia"
peakes It had taken the L4Zd Combat Tesm exactly 32 minutes to accomplish
& mlssion that had resisted the best efforts of friendly troops for five
months, Now thoroughly aroused, the enemy threw heavy concentraticns of
mortar and artillery fire on the reverse slope of "Georgia® as the leading
elesents advanced down the slope te attack the first of the "Ohio" peaks.
In addition, enemy machine guns located in bunkers set into the saddle be-
tween the two peaks opened up, pinning the assault company te the ground,
8till another company was forced to seek cover ss they tried to maneuver

to the left of the leading elements, DlMortar and artillery fire failed to
dent the well-econstructed emplscements., Finally, the trcops of the 4L2d
Combat Team, infiltrating through the fire at the cost of heavy casualties
to themselves, closed to sssault range and attacked the¢ smplacements with
grenades and basookas. The battle raged throughout the dayr, and by night-
fall, sgeinst fanaticsl resistance; twelve bunkers were destroyed and the
position taken, At O523L45D, the enemy mounted a strong counterattack, but
the attack was smashed and thrown back after an hour-long firefight at
elese range. ;

A complete tabulation for the Combat Team for the day revezled
that in addition to the ground geined, 30 enemy were known to have been
killed, 12 bunkere were destroyed or captured, 17 machine guns and three 75mm
howitzers were captured, and seversl tons of explosives, ammunition, and
supplies were taken intact, This had been achieved st a cost to the Cémbat
Tean of 20 killed in action and 123 wounded,

Although cssuzlties had been extremely heavy and fighting had
continued intermittently throughout the night, the 4L42d Cambat Team allowed
the enemy no time for rest or recrgenization. The night of 5 april, the
2d Gattalion was committed from reserve amd sent over the same route that
the 3d Battalion had followed the previous night, passing through the 3d
Battalion on 6 April and lswnching sn immediate attack to the north en
¥t. Belvedere, the last terrain festure before the key comsunications center

" of Massa. It was decided by the Combet Team commander to do this because of

the mrpent need to deal the enemy continued hammer blows before he could
recover, even though the unit to the left had not advanced, leaving the CT's
left flank exposed for a depth of 2§ miles, ‘The right flank was totslly
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exposed, there being no, troops closer than the Serchio Valley.
The following day, 6 April, saw the L42d Combat Team close the

pincers en the enemy troope remaining between the 100th and 3d Battalions

on the three Ohio peaks and Mt, Cerretta, Bven though surrourded, the enemy
fought desperately, Fositions on the "Chio" peaks, protected by well-situated
minefields resisted ; '

peaks, As the planes arrived, each made an initial pass feor range. Cround
cbservers relayed corrections te officers at regimental headguarters whe in
turn relayed them to the pilots through air liason personnel there. In this
way, pineppint bembing and strafing were achieved. Following this missiea,
the 10Cth Battalion attacked behind a ten-minute artillery concentration.
Although the enemy was battered snd stunned, small groups resisted desperately
with machine pguns, small arms and grenades, but they were no match for the
determined attackers who closed repidly with each group and wiped it out,

The close coordination of the enaiy's fires had been destroyed by the devase
tating sccuracy of the air attack directed by the observers of the Combat
Tean. Troops advanced mpethodically from peak to peak, effecting a junction
with troops of the 3d Battallon advancing from the north at 193¢ B, In

their push, these troops had engéged in & two-hour battle with enemy strong-
points on the north slope of Mt, Cerretta, killing sbout 20 of the enesy and
capturing eleven after fighting their way to hand grenade range. Neanwhile
the 2d Bettalion had relieved elements of the 3d, completed the reductien of
¥t, Carchic snd initiated an assault on Ht, Belveders br the end of the day.
During the fighting on 6 April; the enemy casualties wers 71 kiown dead and
106 captured by the 442d Combat Tesm. ‘he coubat team lost 13 killed and

60 wounded.

The L42d Combat Team continued to organize and c¢lesr the ground
gained of enemy forces, meanwhile continuing to push relentlessly to the
north, Elenents of !u 3d Battalion in a furious two-hour battle wiped out
an enenmy force which had been infiltrating toward ¥t, Folgorito from the west
flank of the combst team up the Celle Plano spur, VFeamnwhlle other elements
of the LL2d Combat Team struck west along the north side of the Celle Fiane
spur, end, in a brilliant encireling movement, entered the town of Strinato
and csptured four eighty-cne mm zortars, hundreds of rounds of ammunition,
and twenty-three of the enemy after a short skimaiss. While this actien
was taking place the 2d Battalion of the L42d Combat Team had secured about
half of the plateau-like expanse of the suumit of Mt, Belvedere, the defense
of which the enemy had intrusted to the crack iachine Cun Battalion "Keesel-
ring", now reorganized end fighting as infantry. These veteran troeps gave
ground grudgingly and battered the attacking troops with heavy concentrations
of mortar, artillery, and fire from the deadly coastal rifles on Punta Blanea.

Throughout this three day action, troops of the 44L2d Combat Team
not enzaged in actual conflict with the enemy worked Wienty-four hours a
day, under fire, i.nomrtogl:nth mmwrmmpm.um
plish the herculean task of supply and uon.cmncmot&ou.a
Combat Team, farther'forwsrd than any othcr elements of the Uivision artillery,
M&??Whmﬁﬂetﬂmatmmm three day peried,
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despite the fact that the enemy from his commending ground had direct obser-
vation on thelr gun positions and consistently fired conunter-battery at
thely guns, ‘The regimental Service Company, reinforeed by the 206th Army
Gro Forge Band, msintalued a constant flow of supplies as far forward as
truei® could be driven over roads that were constantly interdicted by the
eneny's heavy guns, in addition to maintaining ammunition, gesoline, and ra-

- tion dumps in the company erea sc that emerpency calls for amunition and
other supplies could be filled with a minimum of delay, Since it was nee~
essary during the initial three days of the attack to hand varry supplies and
ammunition to the attacking battelions, over terrain so steep and broken that
there wae no fooling even for mules, the regimental supply perscnnel secured 4
carrying parties pertisens and civilians, augmented by cxtre men of the
Service.Company, Provisional Teplacement Company, the 206th Army Ground
Forea Fand, and the inti~Jank Uempany., These carrying parties pscked supw
plies, water, and vitally needed smmunition to the three forward battalions
on three succeselve nights, each round trip requiring sixteen hours of the
most exhausting physical effort, When civilians panicked snd deserted during
an enemy mortar barrege on the carrying party, the troope of the 4424 Combat
Team sesumed the extra losd and successfully supplied the front~-line troops.
In addition, troops of the inti~Tenk Company and the Frovisional Feplacement
Company sssisted the medieal personnel of the L42d Combat Team in hand carry-
ing the wounded over this same exbausting route, day and night for three days.
(Inels W5, %'“t.toat ﬂmu)q :

 The fourth day of the attaek, € April, saw the 442d Combat Team
launch & two-pronged sttack, the 2d Battalion to complete the reduction of
Ht, Belvedere and the 3d Byttalion to make a rapid attack down the Colle
Fiano spur, and seize the community of Montignose, thus opening Highway#l
almost to Massa and cutting the former 16 hour supply and evacustion route
to 2 hours (Inel #3, Sketeh), The now dazed and confused eneny offered
slight resistance to the swift advance of the 3d Battalion, and Colle Piano
was cleared by 1430 hours, Two hours later, Montignoso was in the hands of
the 4424 Combst Tesm, snd fifty of the enemy had been made prisecner. On the
right of the Combat Team sector, the 2d Battelion launched & dawn sttack, overw
runaing the enemy positions and clearing Mt, Belvedere proper by 0930 hours,
sneny and capturdng 30, It was now necessary to clear

the € pir', & 2000 yard long ridge which ran fram Mt, Belvedere

to the eastern outskirts of liassa, both to protect the left flank of the

Combet Team and to meke kassa untenable to the enemy. This ridge was cceupied

by s estimated 200 enemy troops, The attack was launched at 1200 hours

despite heavy mortsr snd srtillery fire by which the enemy sttempted to stall
the assault. Advaneing across exposed ground, the troops of the 442d Combat

Team were stopped by heavy machine gun fire coming from a fringe of trees to

their fyont, After a three hour battle on the rough, broken terrain, this

defense line was broken and the advence continued slowly ss the troeps closed
with = series of heavily defended enesy strongpoints and destroyed them one by
one, &t 2000 hours, the 2d Hattelion hed seized the ridge, enly to be hit by
heavy mortars and barrages from enemy self-propelled guns cn the coastal plain,

‘followsd by several enemy counterattacks, With the sdded support of heavy

machine guns, the treeps of the 2d Battalion beat back these countersttacks,

bt only after two desperate charges by the eneny had penetrated their pesitions
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causing grect confusion in the darkness,

Meanwhile, other elements of the 2d Battalion, 442d Combat Team
were advencing down the slopes of ¥t, Belvedere toward the Frigido River
Valley, their objective tb seize the towns of Altagnana and Pariana on the
reverse slopes of ki, Belvedere, where the enemy was theught to be mustering
reserves to counterattack the positione on Mt. Belvedere. By nightfall,
advance elements of the battalion had reached the cutskirts of beth towns in
the face of long range machine gun fire and heavy concentrations of mortar fire
ﬁd&m ra:d their :::u of advance, causing heavy casualties, During the day's

s the enemy forty~two known dead and fifty-cight captured to the
k24 Combat Team,

The foll g day, 9 ipril, the 442d Combat Team resumed its drive
on the enamy forces, WThe 2d Battalion resumed its attack sgainst Altagnana and
Pariang. Altagnana was cleared ageinst light resistance in the sarly morning
hours, The battle for Parfina, however, raged all through the day, first the
ﬁmmm.mormmmummmmm At

hours, elements of the 2d Battalion had penetrated the town, tut were

immedistely driven back by & viclous counterattack by infantry, two
cars, a tenk, and supported by self-propelled and machine gun fire frem both
flanks, Hecovering, the troops of the 2d Battalion turned € 8lam mortsrs they
had captured hours earlier on the Germans and agaln drove them off, Then,
in house to house, room to reom fighting they proceeded to

Gun Battalion "Kesselring®, killing 77 and capturing 75 of
three officers). They also selized one house filled with -
martars, 12 €lmn mortars, 16 machine guns, and grest quantities of small arms
and equipment, Two srmored cars were damaged, but escaped.

Concurrently with this mashing blow at the enemy, the
the 3d Battalion, which had now driven sbreast of the 2d Bgttalien, advanced
on the Cslle Tecchione ridge line, During the night of 8-9 april,
had infiltrated & large force back onto the ridge from the wes
were sgain threstening the 2d Battalion. The advance of the 3d Battalion
directed by the Combat Team commander caught these troops in a pocket frem
which there was no escape, The 3d Battalion pounded this force to pieces with
€lzm snd 4.2 mortar fire, rockets and automatic weapons, They killed 60 of
the enemy, captured 20, and selzed seven machine puns, four mortars, six
machine pistols, end one full truck load of ammunition,

The enemy now retreated hesdlong for his second defensive position,
the so-called "Oreen Line®, The 442d Combat Team, although it had fought for
five consecutive days and nights over terrain as rugged and a8 any in
the Apsennine chain, had utterly destroyed twe battalions of the enemy and had
badly mauled a third, itself sustaining heavy casualties in the process, now
pressed on rapidly, On 10 aprfl, through intermittent artillery fire, the 24
Battalion scaled 3000 foot Kt,” ana, which dominates both Massa and Carrara.
The 3d Battalion, attacking on the left of the 2d, crossed the Frigide River,
seized Bergiola Foscalina, and took the western s of kt, Brugiana, mean-
m;mmtumhnm;khz;m,mmmzum-hnm
{ the

not yet advanced beyond Massa. Combat Team Cormander assembled
rno snd Granda on the right{eastern)
flank of the Combat Team to establish road blocks, E}I:i.::ieamfmt
accomplished successfully although the company was subjec mortar rou
the mountains to the east and were forced to repel two enesy reiding parties

- =

-

|

i
i

|



DECLASSIFIED

Antiority _w___a__{_7.____
i'sm:de 5/p-0f i

Lir g 92d Inf Div, subj: "Citation of Unit", dtd 7 Ot 45.

i
!.
i

in a brisk sikirmish, The 100th Battalion was then assembled in iltagmana to
guard against sttack from the right rear, vhile elements of the 370th Infantry,
92d Division took over the garrison of Kt, Belvedere and Kt, Carehio,

The following day, the battalions of the 4k2d Combat Team were
rapidly leap-frogged, m‘gaom Battalion was dispatched to the extreme right-
flank, and seized Collonnate after an eight hour climbd through an sbandoned
marble quarry, capturing twenty-two prisoners. The 24 Dattalion held ¥t.
Bruglena, while the 3d Battalion pushed rapidly shesd, drove into Carrara,
and secured the city together with = well-organized Partisan group. Following
this, the battalion guickly spresd out to the surrounding hills, oeccupying
Torano, Sorgnane, and Oragnana (Inel #, Sketeh).

The 232d Uombot Bngineer Company, which h:d previously worked
day snd night opening the syply route to Massa, now battled furiously against
time to open Highway #1 to Carrers, even though thelr working parties were
constantly harassed by sniper and heavy artillery fire, In sddition, they
were faced with the task of opening a route to the 100th Battalion to the :
east, The engineers were clso feced with a new and deadly demolition deviea,
Three twelve inch shells had been wired together by the Gemmans and set #Wd -
feet under the road, which was then resurfaced to prevent the detection of -
the cherges, which were deteonated by a stake-type device, 7The engineers lost
four bulldozers to these deadly mines, but the crews continued on, even thoveh
each man realized the deadly danger under which he worked, ‘he supply route was

in the fuce of these obstacles just twelve hours after the fall of

Carrara.(Incl #5, Operations feports). ' -

On 13 April, the 4424 Conbat Team resumed its drive, now pressing
toward iulls, vital road center, which controlled the only avenues of sscape
for the enemy in this sector to the Po Valley. 'he 2d Battelion rapidly
advanced on Castelpogglo, and occupied the hills beyond, preparing for an
attack on Mt, Pizsacute. The 10Uth Battalion was moved imée Cragnana in close
mppe:;%cm under viclent enemy shellfire in the proceds. The 3d Battalion
was held in Carrara to protect the regimental left and resr until the 473d
Infantry should advance thot far, It also ceme under hesvy and sustained five
fron the enemy's cosstal rifles, et

. Because of the fact that the forward elements of the 2d Battalion
were spread very thin, the Combat Team Commander decided %o move B Lompany to
Castelpoggio during the night of 13-14 April to reinforce the 2d Battalion
commsnd group there. Incressed enemy activity also indicated that such a
move wes necessary. On 14 ipril, under cover of an early morning fog, a
battalion of the enemy, supported by 1€ machine guns, advanced to within 30
yards of the town before they were detected by the outposts. In the ensuing
firefight, which lasted twe and one-hslf-hours, the enemy lost at lesast eight
killed, 16 wounded, snd cerried awsy many of his cssualties when he withdrew.
This force was identified ss il:a 1st Bat:diaa, 3&12; f‘::ga; : aéjﬁ.g -

PG Division, later identified were the Hight
fx,?.gz?&thn erack unit, g the %%atmim, 361st P%@Mhﬁﬁ from
the German Sentral mobile reserve behind Bologna., In spite of the fact that
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his situation in the Po Valley was critical, the enemy was diverting
some of his scant reserves to stop the drive of the Li2d t Team on
his lifeline at Aulla, The enemy had also committed the Mittenwald ¥t,.
Battalion and lst Battalion, 285th Infantry Regiment in the sector.

mmmmmummu&,muhtm
pressed forward, and by 1900B hours hed seized Et., Pizzacuto, with = loss
to the Cermans of 12 Killed and 54 captured, -

Thue within 10 days, the 442d Combat Team hed coptured 504
priscners, killed 307, and wounded or ﬁllﬁmﬁiwmmtmph
In addition, it had destroyed 35 bunke , captured or destroyed 59 machine
guns, 20 8lum mortars, & S0mm mortars; 3 75am pack howitzers, 2 0mm guns,
and took tons of ammunition and other materiel. lore important, however,
is the fact that the 442d Combat Team was sble to seize the key heights of
¥t. lelgorito and Mt, Carchio. For with these went the ememy's last hope
of holding the coastal sector. 1The fall of Kassa and Carrars were assured
and the way was opened to ls Jpezia and Genca. 'The attack that began se
a diversion had, largely due tc the efforts of this Combat Team, become an
all=out assault.

3. Sketches: Showing movements of troops cited and general terrain
festures. (See attached overlays: Ublique)

he ae Nature of terrain: MNountainous with steep slopes and scant

growth, mdmnh road net. This necessitated the hand-
carrying of during much of the actien.

bs Enemy morale: Yaypﬁ. After recovering from initial
surprise, eneny resisted fiercely.

¢. dorale of our troopss Excellent, despite adverse terrain
lbﬂ‘-lﬁ..l.

d. Weather: uisty and sometimes cloudy in the moming, usually
clearing in the afterncon. .

e. BSxact time and dates of action: O500B 5 april 1945 to 1900B
1, April 1945.

S5« 2. m men assigned to unit cited who took part in sctioms
Ayru uummt-ws; 232d Engrs-163; 206th AGF
April:s A4LkZ2d Inf Rezt-3300; 232d Engrs-159; 206th

AGF M-Bfa] 7 spril: 4424 Inf Regte 3482; 232d HEngrs-159;
206th AGF Band-303 € April: 4k2d Inf Fegt-3462; 2324 Engrs=
1593 206th AGF Band-30; 9 April: 4424 Inf Regt-3500; 2324
Engrs-160; 206tk ACF Band-30; 10 April: 4424 Inf Regt~3473;
2324 Sagre=155; 20bth ACGF Band-303 11 Aprils A442d Inf Regt-
3501; 232d Sngrs-153; 206th ACF Band-30; 12 april: 442d Inf
Regt=3544; 2324 Engrs-154; 206th ACF Band=30; 13 Aprdil: Ah2d
Inf Rest 3551; 232d Engre-154; 206th AGK Band-3C; 14 Jpril:
ki2d Inf Regt=-3522; 2324 Engre-167; 206th AGF Band~-30.

b. Number of casusltiss suffered by unit cited: 56 KIA end 21.? HIAe

¢, Approximate strength of troops adjscent and in support, and
character of sugpert rendered by other units: One battalion

5
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of 370th Inf attacked along the coastal plain on left flank,

geining approxinately 1000 yards before it wes stopped. J,‘?ﬁd

Inf RQgt_, which relieved the 370th Inf on 7 4pril, took up the

Combat Team's left flank snd attacked along the coastal plain,

The 599th FA Ba, 329th FA Bn, 1lst Flatoon of B s E96th

1 Bn, B Company, &4th Cheémicel Battalion(4.2 mortsrs), and

assgult Guns of the 758th Tank Battalion supported the Cosbat

Team's attack by firing on targets as called for by the Bn

commanders through ferward observers., 'The 57th Fighter Group,

X1 Tactical alr Command, 12 AAR supported the Combat Team's

attack by bombin: and strafing enemy strongpoints. s

6s @&, Approximate strength of eaemy: lst and 2d Battalions, 26lst’

Regt, 148th Uiv; "Sesselring Machine Cun Battalien"; lst
Battalion, 265th Negt, 148th Divy 4th High Mt. Battallon; lst
end 3d Bgttalions, 361st Panszer Orenadier Regt; ittenwald Mt,
Battellon; end supporting artillery, self-propelled guns and

b m;mm“;" five and obs ion: Emmy i

. of eneny cbservation: had obser-
vation from prepared positions on commanding mmtmua
= fire was heavy; and artillery fire, especially from

¢ guns located on Funta Blanca, was botn heavy and ac~

_curate, Morter fire was also heavy in the early stages of the
~action. \

¢. Appsrent eneay intention or objectives: To hold the commanding
ground in this sector ak long as possible ind prevent the
Allied troops from advaneing,

d. Losses suffered by the enemys 504 prisoners, 307 killed and an
additional 250 wounded or killed; 35 bunkers destroyed, 59
mechine guns, 20 heavy mortars, & light mortars, 3 7omm pack
howltzers and 2 20mm guns destroyed or captured; in addition
& great number of rifles, machine pistols, gremades snd tons
of ammunition sznd equipment were isken. :

: r \

7« I have perscnal mwm of the facts stated sbove.

g, Previous Citations: :

100th Infantry Bettalion (Seperate), per Section VII, General
Order #121, Hg 5th Ammy, dtd 1€ July 194k,

100th Battalion, Lk42d Combat Team, per Sectlon I, Ceneral Order
#360, Hq Tth Army, dtd 3 August 1945.

2d Battalion, 4424 Combat Team, per Section I, General Upder
#89, Hg 5th Amiy, dtd 17 July 1945,

34 Battalion, 4424 FCT, per Section II, General Order #317,
Hq 7th Army, dtd 16 July 1945.

Companies F & L (Task Force 0'Conmer), hk2d Combet Team, per
Section [I, Genersl Order #13, Hq 7th Army, dtd 21 January
1945, - _ . : _

9, PHQPOSED CITATION: |
The 442D FECIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM, less the 5224

- 10 -
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Field 4rtillery Battalion, is cited for cutstanding sceomplishment in combat
during the perled 5 ipril to 14 4April 1945 in the vicinity of
Carrara, and Fosdinove, Italy., 'hen the 92d Infuntry Uivision, with the
4h24 Combat Team sttached, was ordered to open the Fifth offensive by
.utmammmmukum.ugmumax s the Cahbat
Team was ordered to make the main eifort of this attack, By esscuting e :
daring and sidliful flsaking stteck on the positions which formed the western
of the formidsble Cothie lime, an sttack which necessitated that the
striking foree of the Combst Team climb for hours over precipitous terrsin
and lsench an sttack without rest or reorganisstion, positions whieh had
withstood thu best efforts of friendly troops for five menthes were over-run
and complotely destroyed in four days, mumzcmplilhadmmnuot

E

APk : _
Valley, n#tukinawiﬁ guch mmm that the enesy wae compelled to
divert part of his desperstely needed ceatr rust.
In ten dey's fighting, the ik2i Combat Team had advanced fiftesn (15) miles,
captured 50k prismoners, killed 307, and probebly wounded or killed u ol
ditionsl 25C. Mm;eapw@rmmbymmu 3

Team i
-mw;sstmm.funcmm ve vhich played «n imy
mmmmmg mnw::uinndy. The zallantry
uanprltdum play cers _ :
Gombat Team ageinst o formidsble enemy snd great natural obstecles exemplify

the finest tmttmvtmmn&i‘t netmlin:ttul States.

£ 4. B. 700D,
M‘r 'M, Vs 8, &ng
6 Inels: Inel #1 - Sketeh - Commanding.
Inel #2 - Sketeh :
Inel i3 = Sketeh

‘Inel 1 4 - Sketen
Inal #5 =~ Uperations lgports : 2
~ Separate Ces, Lh2d FCT,
Inel v6 - Hapy 0,5,6,8, ~4229: 150,000
. Nembers 104-1; 96-11; 96-111.



