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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL STRONGs

Subject: Coniference re use of Jupanese in Army,

l« In accordance with yowr instructions I attended a conference in
Mr. MeCloy's office at 23130 PM, January 2, 1943, on the subject of the use
of Jaupunese in the United States Army. Those present were:

Mr. MoCloy (Asst. Secretary of Var)

General Melarney (Deputy Chief of staflf)

Ueneral White (Ao Ce of 84, G"’l)

General Edwards (Ae Ce of Se, G=3)

General Bryan (Chief, Aliens Uivision, FMG)
Captain Zecharias (Aeting Director Haval Intelligence)
Commander Coggins (ONI)

Uolonel Barber (OPD)

Colonel Glassford (Chief, Internal Security, PFuG)
Colonel Scobey (0Office Asst. Secretary of Var)
Captain Hall (Off'ice Asste. Secretary of War)
Colonel Crist (MIS)

2. The following is & resume of the discussion:

Jr. MeCloy opened the mseting by stating that there was a
paper in the Var Départment relative to the use of Japanese as combat
troops, upon which a deeision had already been reached. He stated
that in arriving at this decision three msin points were consideved,
namslys (1) their fighting qualifications; (2) the propaganda value;
and (3) the impact on Asia, Mr. HoCloy then introduced Captain
Zacharias and Commander Coggina, and said he thought it would be an
excellent idea to get the viewpoints of these two naval officers who
were lamiliar with the Japanese in order that we might better understand
thelr qualities.

Captain Zacharias opened his remarks by stating that he ree
alized the Army records relative to Japanese were not as good, in his
opinion, as those of the Navy; he said he had approached Colonel Clds on
the VWest Coast on several ocousions relative to his securing information
concerning this racial group, but that he had been unsuccessful in pere
suading Colonel Olds to get into this field to any extent. By virtue
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of this fact, therefore, Captain Zacharias was convinced that the Navy
had much information on Japanese which was not in War Department files.
Captain Zacharias stated that the majority of Japanese wanted to be
loyal citizens but their loyalty might be impaired if action was not
taken in the near future to assure them that the United States con-
sidered them loyal; he said it was our job to get busy on that matter
right away, Captain Zacharias said he had watched the Hawaiian Japanese
and the West Coast Japanese and he believed they needed our help right
now lest their loyalty be broken. He then introduced Commander Coggins.

Commander Coggins remarked that the Japanese at Camp lMoCoy
thought they had been "double-crossed", since when they went there they
were under the impression they were to be used, and no use had been made
of them to date. le said they felt something was wrong which they could
not quite discern. Commander Coggins commented on his own background as
an undercover man in Hawaii, where he organized an umderground counter=-
intelligence net of 146 men, all volunteer workers, not one of whom had
violated his trust. He said they prepared a pickup list and executed it
to the extent of 660 persons. Commander Coggins stated further that
one~third the population of Hawaii (160,000 persons) was Japanese, and
that in determining which were loyal he used a 40-point check system.
Under this system, Commander Coggins said that information on 5 points
would not indicate anything particularly bad, but if information was re-
ceived on 25 points or more, he was unquestionably one that should be in=-
vestigated further. Commander Coggins mentioned that there was a Citizens'
Committee operating in the Norfolk area and aliens who were dangerous in
his opinion were allowed to run free, whereas the Nisei, who were for the
most part loyal, were restricted.

Commander Coggins said further that in Hawaii the Nisei peti-
tioned to be inducted and allowed to fight; that there was no sabotage in
Hewaii attributable to the Nisei, and no espionage among those born in
the Hawaiian Islands. He said the Nisei went so far as to call upon a
prominent Hawaiian citizen named Dillingham and ask him to intercede in
their behalf, Commander Coggins said there were 40 organizations of Nisei
formed of mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters in Hawaii; that these
people had "lost face" and wanted & chance to recover it; and that Washe
ington was blamed for failure to permit them to regain their self-respect.
He said that General DeWitt's solution, That of segregating the Nisei and:
Kibei, was only a partial answer, and that combat teams should be formed
and given lots of publicity so as to erase the impression that the Army
was disoriminating against this racial group., Commander Coggins said that
of course the bad ones should be removed and concentrated in one place;
he suggested that members of the Tokyo Club were undoubtedly bad, as well
as many first-generation Japanese. He expressed the opinion that his
40-point system was adequate for determining loyalty; that probably 80%
of all Nisei were loyal; and that the Navy would be willing to process them.
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General Edwards indicated that an Hawaiian Battalion had been
ordered to North Africa and that instruotions also had been given to
organize & regimental combat team. He said it was estimated that ape
proximately 19,500 would be availables Dr. Coggins said that the Nisel
would have no objection to being put into & unit of their own, or would
they object to having other Orientals with them such as lawaiians, Chinese
and Koreans. Mr. MeCloy them inguired about the training unit for Hisei;
Gommander Cogsins said he thought either Arizena or the location of the
Desert Training Command would be appropriate. General White asked why
the personnel of such wnits could not be restriocted to volunteers. Genmeral
Edwards said he thought they could be handled as draftees, with appropriate
repregentation being mede to the draf't boards where necessary.

General MeNarney directed Gemeral Bryan to "get rid" of Camp
MoCoy. General Bryan has advised me informally that the camp will be re-
turned to the control oif the Service Command.

The discussion then twrned to the use of Hawaiian Japanese re=
serve oificers in the proposed Japanese unitj Mr. MeCloy said that this
could be done. He said further that he had several requests from Colonels
in the War Department to command the proposed outfit. Commander Coggins
said that the ROT¢ officers at the University of Hawaii would probably like
an opportunity to be in this command.

General Edwards then asked me for the comments of G=-2 on the for-
mation of & Hawaiian Japanese unite I said that I had no authority to
speak for Ge2 on that specific question, but I would say that in my opinion
it was regrettable but true that the records of the War Department were
riot complete enough to enable us to check the loyalty of these people, and
in the event the proposal was put into effect we would have to depend on
the Navy for recommendations on individuals. The naval officers indicated
that this would be agreeable. '

After some further discussion and some general reusrks, General
Bdwards asked me to continue on the expression of G=2's opinion; I said that
I had had an opportunity to get only & gemeral opinion from General Strong
on the use of Japanese in the Army, and that his thoughts were (1) that
any unite formed should be not larger than battalions, and (2) that they
should not be used in Theaters of Operation. Mr. MeCloy said, "I can't
see why Genersl Strong's opinion differs from that of the language stu=
dents". 1 made no reply to Mr. leCloy's remark.

The next point disoussed was that of rechecking American Japan=-
ese who are released from a Relocation Center to be moved to some other
area, GCeneral MoNarney sald that PMG and Ge2 should get together and work
out some scheme for eliminating the duplicate check. General Bryan and
Colonel Glassford stated that the Service Commander was responsible for
his area dnd therefore wanted to assure himself of the loyalty of people
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therein. It wea suggosted that there might be stationed at esch Helow
cation Center an Aray officer responsible to the War Department, whe
would advise on the release of individusls. It wug also stated that the
Viar flelooation Authority keeps informetion on each relessee, showing cure
rent residence, and that this information ocould be furnished the Service
Commanders. Oenersl Holisruey re-stated that he did not wmnt the checke
ing Yo be done & segond time. I informed Gemeral lolarney thet arreange-
sents would be made to eliminate any duplioate checking of these people.

: The subjoot of the Citisens' Committes in the lorfolk arew was
Gguin disoussed, wad the naval officers were informed thet the Aray could
intern any enemy alien it saw ity the naval officers said they were glad
to kuow this sud would make appropriate recosmendations.

The matter of tralning the propesed Jupansse units in Arisons
was uontioned agaln and Comssnder Cogjins stated that he thought any such
wiits should be trained near ordinary non~Jspsnese units, for morale efe
veat. '

Usneral lolisrney seid that in connection with loyalty checks it
should be remsmbored that (eZ sometimes took two yeurs; he wes apparently
referring Yo the case with which you ars familiar, soncerning which i jer
lausdale of CIG was oulled to General lMelarney's offices | sade no comuent.

: Afver the meeting adjourned, I approsched (aptain Zasharies and
told hiam we would like to depend on his assistance in the matter of chooke
ing the Japaness Hisel for the Aray; he said he would be glad to help.
fhile I was talking to him, Mr. MeCloy came up and said, "With relerence
te General Strong's objection to these wunits, what do you think?" I said
thet in sy opinion you felt very strongly that there was insufficient ine
formution aveilable upon which U~Z ocould judge the loyalty of Jupenese;
that you without & doubt had vividly in mind the Jipanege ifthecolusn
aotivities which preceded their occupation of other countries; and that

you probably ocousidered their use from & naticualistic rather then an ideae

logicsl viewpointe I pointed out further that while in & large militery
operation & single unit aay not seen extremely imporsant, the failure of
one unit could result in the defeat of all forces involved in the oporae
tion. Captain Zacharias said that he thought about B5L of the ¥Niseli were

loyal.
S« Compents. Ge ie will comuunioate with the Navy relstive to the use

of their records on Japaosse and ask them %o make recomsendations on individuals,
for soreening purposes. : -

be A request will be submitted to G-l through you to set up additional

speoisl orgunizations to whioh potentially subversive Japanese soldiers may be
agaligned.

Ge 4n offTicer will be detailed to soufer with representatives of FHO te

deviss a meaus of sliminating duplioste cheoks of Japunese roleased from & Hee
location Center.

- g -
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4, Informal inquiry made on Monday morning, January 4, elicited the
following information from lLieutenant lleldon, ONI, with reference to the use
of Jupanese by the Navy:

&+ The Navy has no enlisted men of Japunese descent.

be The Navy may have & few Jupanese officers from the Hawaiien Naval
Reserve, : : o

¢+ In the United shtn. the llavy employs Jupanese civilians only as
lecturers in langusge schools. In Hawaii the Navy has had & good many Japanese
civilian employees; they are being released gradually in accordance with
Genereal Fmmons' direotion that no whelesale discharges be made.

8s The Navy has no specilfic policy against the employment of Japanese,
but as a matter of pruot!.u, all bureaus of the lavy are opposed to it.

/s/

ﬁ. En GRIB!a
Colonel, General Staff,

Approveds

/s/

John T. Bissell,
Colonel, General surr.
Chief, Counterintelligence Gronp.



