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The proposal of the War Department to organize a combat g
team consisting of loyal American citizens of Japanese descent “ﬂagﬁé
hag my full approval. The new combat team will add to the nearly P
five thousand loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry who are already R
serving in the armed forces of our country.
This is 2 natural end logical step toward the reinstitu- Ek
tion of the Selective Service procedures which were temporarily ~~
disrupted by the evacustion from the West Coast. .

No loyal citizen of the United States should be denied
the democratic right to exercise the resvonsibilities of his
citizenship, regardless of hnis ancestry. The principle on which
this country was founded and by which it hes 2lways been governed
is that Americanism is a matter of the mind and heart; Americanism .
is not, eand never was, a matter of race or ancestry. A good Americen
is one who is loy2l to this country and to our creed of liberty and
democracy. Every loyval American citizen should be given the oppor-
tunity to serve this country wherever his skills will make the
greatest contribution -- whether it be in the ranks of our armed
forces, war production, agriculture, government service, or other
work essential to the war effort.
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I am glad to observe that the War Department, the Navy

Department, the War Manpower Commission, the Department of Justice,

and the War Relocation Authority are collasborsting in a program

which will assure the opportunity for 211 loyal Americsns, including

Americens of Japanese ancestry, to serve their country at a time

when the fullest and wisest use of our manpower is all-important

to the war effort. §
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Very sincerely yours,

The Honorsable,
The Secretary of War,
Weshington, D. C.
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