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July 20, 1943,

Secretary Stimson,

War Department,

Washington D, C.

Dear Sir,

I am concerned lest the rising tide of hysteria

against all Japanese in America make the post-war solution

of

the problem of returning them to civilian status an

extremely difficult one. If it is not too difficult, I

would appreciate it if you would have some one in your

organization give me information on the points named below

providing they do not infolve secret military information,

1.

How many Nisel Japanese are now in the American Army?
If information 1s available as to how many volunteered
and how many were drafted, I would appreciate 1it.

How many of them are overseas?

How many of them have been guilty of treacherous conduct
against the U, S. A.?

How many have been cited or given awards? Names and
addresses of these would be helpful if from southern
California,

Yours truly,
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P sz Se 1 mu s m pulmo m of military
security mm. %o give exact answers to the gquestions you
ask, However, I can give approximate and general stutements
which I trust will serve your purpose. The ansvers given here-
in are in the order in which the gquestions were asked.

a. ZThere are approximately 8,000 Japanese American
citizens in the Army at the present time. Of these 8,000
approximately half are volunteers. On December 7, 1941, there
vere approximately 4,500 Japanese American soldiers serving
in the Army, and although some were discharged the greater
number of them were retained in service. On January 28, 1943,
the Secretary of ¥ar authorized the organization of a Japanese
American combat team. The press release announcing that organi-
zation is attached herewith for your information. In addition
to the separate Japanese units in the Army there are about
3,000 Japanese American soldiers in other units and =cattered
throughout the various service command units.
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b. It is not possidle to give the number of U. S5,
soldiers of Japanese extraction now overseas. It can be stated,
however, that this number is much less than a thousand, It
might be added that the majority of those ‘orvlag overseas are
in the Southwest Pacific theater. - =
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¢. 7There is no single reported incident of treacherous
conduct on the part of any Japanese American soldier. A4s a
whole their conduct is detter than the average American unit.
In fact, as far as known to this office, the record of the
442nd Infantry Combet Team at Camp Sheldby, Mississippi, (hav-
ing a strength of about 3,500) for three monthe showed only
one court martial for serious offenses. Eeports submitted to
this office show that the military offense of "absent without
leave" is negligidle. Also, it wvhks stated that only one Japane
American soldier had been arrested im the city of Hattiesburg.
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On that occasion the soldier was arrested by the civil police
and transferred to his unit with the report that he was "drunk
but orderly”.

d. Top date the record shows that three Japanese
American soldiers have been cited. These three were awarded
the military decoration, Medal of Merit, for meritorious
service in the theater of operations. Since all of these
soldiers came from Hawaii, I am not furnished their names.
Heither can the theater of operations in which they are serv-
ing be stated. Commanders serving in the combat zones having
Japanese American soldiers under their control in all instances
report that they perform highly important missions in a very
loyal manner. In fact, these officers report no sipgle occas-
ion for having the slightest concern about their loyalty and
trustworthiness.

The officers of the Army having closest contact with
the Japanese American soldiers and those in command of the
units to which they bdelong are enthusiastic in their praise
for them. In particular, the 442nd Infantry Combat Team has
a very high esprit de corps, and the War Uepartment is of the
opinion that when its training 1s complete it will be abdle to
sequit itself with honor on the field of battle.

I trust the information ziven herewith will be of
value to you and serve your purposes.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM P, SCOBEX
Colonel, ?uoral Staff
Executive to Ass t Seeretary of ¥War

The Reverend Arthur 7, Kent
First Methodist Chureh

B12 West 165th Place
Gardena, California
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By A’, {ARA Dite ‘51’?}24 JSC/pY/ s A3
S The Alfutea? Genoral s Sfrios ?
/In Reply '155;_. HEADQUARTERS ARMY SERV]CE FoRcEs
'} Roforptog E: WASHINGTON
AG 032,2 (17 Jul 43)oM 17 July 1943,

* MEMORANDUM FOR COLONEL WILLIAM P. SCOBEY,
Executive to Assistant Secretary of War:

Subject: American Soldiers of the Japanese Race,
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1. Attention is invited to the attached memorandum froem your
office dated 13 July 1943, eand memorandum from this office dated
10 July 1943, Subject: "American Soldiers of the Japeanese Race,"
file AG 032.2 (23 Jun 43 ),

2« Data submitted in paragraph 2 of memorandum from this office
were obteined from induction records received from the Heeadquarters, ik
Hawaiian Depertment. A check has revealed that no records of induction
were received in this office from the Hawaiisn Department for the 2,800 [)
inducted in April, "

3¢ The method of reporting the strength of the Army is in mno
way assooiated with the method of reporting inductions and although
no records were received in this office showing the Japanese Americans
as being inducted, they are being carried in the strength of the Army
if they are assigned to any organization.
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4y An investigation is being made to determine why these in-
duction records were not received from Haweii and corrective measures
are being taken to assure a more prompt delivery of records from
foreign departments in the future,

E H;. :..ULA\ oLy ;
’*“m"”t‘ Colonel, A.G.D.,
F(T NARA Datels Chiaf Machine Records Branch, AGO
3 Incls.

Incl # 1 - Memo for Col Scobey, 10 Jul 43,
Incl # 2 - List,
Incl # 3 - Memo for TAG, 13 Jul 43,
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STATISTICS ON JAPANESE POPULATION AND EVACUATION

Persons of Japanese ancestry in U.S5.A,, April 1940 - - - - - 126,947
California (72.8%), Washington (11.5%) and Oregon (3.2%)

had 88.5% or - = = = = = = = = = = = = = - - - - - - - 112,353

Arigona B% -~ - = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 4 - - - = - - 632

Total evacuated - - = = = = = = = = = = = = = = - = - = - - 112,000

VOTuntar] Ly s saone: s o woos o0 S e e s S B0 S B SN IS TR SR 5,000

Under orders (almost all into relocation centers)- - - 107,000

Total in U.S. never in relocation centers - - - - - - - - - - 20,000

Approximately 2/3  citizen - - - -~ - - = - = = - = = - = = 85,000

1/2 alien - - - - = = = = = = = = = = = - -~ 42,000

72% of citizens have never been to Japan

Releases from relocation centers - - - - - - = =-=- = - = = = 15,000
Indefinite leave — - = — = = = = = = = = = = = - - - ~ - 8,000
Senponal Lea¥E . = = i we v i m om0 e 7,000

Aliens run sbout 15% of total releases

"No" snswer to Question 28, male citizens of military ege - - - -24%
WHo" answer to Question 28, citizen and alien 17 and above- - - -10%

Total questionnaires - Alien 35,000
Citizen 38,000 '

About 1000 in unevacuated parts of Washington, Oregon and
California; Colorado, 2734; New York 2538; Utah 2210;
idaho 1191; Monteans 508; Nebraske 480; Neveda 470
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HQ, 442ND INFANTRY COMBAT TEAM E e
CAMP SHELBY, MISSISSIPPI e

June 17, 1943.

Colonel William P. Scobey,
Office of the Assistant Secretary,
War Department, Washington, D.C.

Dear Colonel Scobey:

Herewith is a detailed report on interviews
with thirty-five representative Japanese American soldiers who
returned to evacuated areas of the Western Defense Command
on furloughs soon after their induction.

In general, they reported they had encounter=-
ed no incidents nor heard of any others who did. They found
favorable receptions in varying degree on all sides and those
who expressed themselves without exception thought a similar
welecome would awalt any returned evacuee.

Very (sincerely yours,

c. w. NCE,
COL., 442nd Inf.,
Commanding.



30 June 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR COLONFL RUFUS S. BRATTON:

Here is 2 copy of the remarks and state-
ments made by the Kisel who returred to the evacuated
area of the Western Defense Command on irduction
furlough. I think this is rather illuminating ss to
the sentiment on the West Cosst. Of course the anti-
Japanese press and propagands agencies have stirred
up anti-Japenese feeling among certeir classes, but
they do nct appear to have sold their ideas to
everyone.

(SIGNED)

WILLIAY P, SCOBEY
Colonel, Genersl Staff
Executive to Ass't Secretary of #ar

Encl.

Report on Japanese American Soldiers Who Visited Western
Defense fireas.

b

Colonel Rufus S. Bratton
2E 482
Pentagon
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30 June 1943

Dear Colonel Pence:

Somevhat belatedly I want to express my
thanks for your letter of Jume 17, and the summary
of statements by the Nisei who returned on furlough
visits to the West Cosst evacuated area. These
reports not only were interesting, but they are of
velue to us. Coples were furnished to the Commanding
General, Western Defense Command, and to the Nimth
Serviece Commard.

Sineerely,

(SIGHED)

WILLIAK P. SCOBEY
Colonel, General Staff
Executive to Ass't Eecretary of ¥War

Colonel C. W, Pence, Commanding
442nd Infantry Combat Team
Camp Shelby, Mississippi
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Report on Japanese American Soldiers
Who Visited Western Defense Areas

=0 -

l. Mesao Kanemoto-- Visited Caucasian friends in San Jose, Cal.,
May 29 to June 4, 1943. Excellent reception, was interviewed by town
newspaper and picture printed. Write-up was favorable. San Jose State
College paper also wrote him up. Greatly enjoyed visit and impression
of area was good. Friends and strangers stopped and talked to him on
streets and in restaurants.

2. Bill Shimada-~ Visited Caucasian friends in Seattle May 1l6-19.
Reception by friends very good while strangers were indifferent to his
presence. Encountered no incidents and was not stopped by police. Thought
Seattle looked good and would like to go back.

3. Frank Kimurg-- Visited Chinese, Filipino and Caucasian friends
in Reedley, Cal., May 16-19. Reception and treatment very good, but
he thinks wearing uniform of U.S. soldier made difference. He believes
from own experlence Japanese evacuees would be welcomed back to his home.

4. Pranklin Koriyame-- Visited Caucasian friendis in Seattle,
June 12-15. Reception very cordial and no unpleasant incidents. He
thought settlement of evacuees in farming areas would be acceptable.

5. Yasuo Fujino-- Visited Caucasian friends in Seattle May 26 to
June 2. No unpleasant experience with strangers or police and most
favorably received by friends. General impression of home town
excellent and would like to go back again.

6. Victor Mariyosu-- Visisted sister in Spokane, Wash., Mﬁy 18-22.
Good treatment by public, had a good time and found sister uncomplaining.

7. George Hijiya-- Visited Caucasian friemis in Portland May 9-11.
Treated fine by friends and had no difficulty in hotels, trains or
restaurants.

8.- Kel Kitahara-- Visited Salinas, Cal., two days and farm
at Reedley, Cal, formerly operated by himself and brother. Treated
"well both places, particularly enjoying Reedley where Chief of Police
and “igh School principal greeted him cordially. Say many ex-schoolmates
and "it was just like old times." Didn't think uniform mede any differance,
believes he would have been treated same in civilian clothes.

9. Masaharu Okumura-- Visited Caucasian friends in Santa
Barbara, Cal. May 25-June2. Treated very well. Thought town &ooked
"different" and noted many of his friends had gone into #rmy. Was
accepted as another returned soldier. Would like to go back.

16. Seiyas lansks-- Visited Sanger, Cal., 7 days from May 27.

No difficulty anywhere, found most of his friends had gone into Army
more



eport on visits

or defense work. Would like to return at earliest opportunity.

11. Kaun Onodera-- Visited, without incident, Caucasian friends
in Seattle 7 days from bMay 14. Believed uniform made no differermce
that he would have been received with same memiwtS cordiality in
¢ivilian clothes. Saw many strange faces in district where he
formerly lived, found many of his schoolmate& had gone into service.

12. Frank C, Okada-- Visited Seattle May 19-22. Encountered
no incidents; thought former Japsnese residential district looked
bare sl with stores closed anmd windows boarded up. Saw no friends
there but he had lived in other residential district (Cauwcasian)
and was cordlally received by parents of schoolmates, many of whom had
gone into serfice. Was widely congratulated on getting in Apmy.

13. Hiroshi Hirai-- Visited old friends in Seattle May 24 for
three days. JIreated very well and had no incidents to report.
Encountered lot of back-slapping on being in uniform. Would 1like to
go back but would prefer going back in uniform to civilian clothes,
believing that makes difference.-:

14. Allen T, Anzai-- Visited Visalia, Cal. one week from
May 14. Felt very welcome, not even looked at by MP!s and was
Joyfully greeted by what schoolmates he could find. Would like to go
back again.

15. Sakae Samuﬁ%DAOyama-~ Spent three days in Seattle from
May7. Keenly felt honor of being in uniform and was warmly greeted
by friends. From reception he thought it would be feasible for
evacuees to be returned. He would like to go back. '

16. Koo Hiromura-- Visited Portland three days from May 6.
His old high school teacher expressed great pride in Hiromura and
other Caucasian friends made him glad he was soldier. Visited
Chinese restaurant and found manager and employees most friendly.
Had no incidental difficulties and heard of none affecting others.

18. Mitsuru Hayashi-- Visited Klamath Falls, Ore. one week from
May 27. No imcldents. ©Saw many schoolmates who congratulated him
on getting in service. He believed Japanese still left in town were
having difficulty getting gasoline, but otherwise they were unaffected.
He was treated as gm just another AmeriCan soldier and would like to go
back.

19. Roy Sato.-- Visited Portland May 17-25. Had a good time
with many of his 0ld friends who toasted him on being in uniform.
Saw no difference in town except increased war activity particularly
at shipyards. He'd go back at earliestx opportunity, in or out of uniform.

20, Ko Onodera~-- Visited Seattle 7 days from May 19. Experienced
no difficulties with other soldiers, civilians or police. Had no
trouble getting hotel room or eating in restaurants. General impression

mora



3=« Report on visits.

was that town was favorably disposed toward Nisei soldiers. Thought

uniform accounted in good part for that. /°,, . . 2 /4
21, Henry Izumisaki-- Visited Watsonville, Cal., from June

1l to June 5. General impression good. He was well treated by

Caucasian friends and had no incident to report involving treatment

from police or general populace.

22. Fred Oshima-- Visited Caucasian friends in San Francisco,
Berkeley and Richmond June 1-5 without incident or unpleasant
reception in any way.

23. Martin L. Ito-- Visited Caucasian friends in San Diego
from May 31 to June 3 and found things much to his liking. The
welcome was cordial and he came back well satisfied and confident.

24, Portola Takata-- Visited Caucasiaen wife and friends in
San Francisco from May 29 to June 3 and was highly pleased with
reception. He thought, however, that the Chinese resented his being
back in coastal area. On visiting Chinetown he was "stared at"
and thought he was subject of lot of Iking in Chinese but there
was no incident or difficulty.

25, Tokio Matsushita-- V4sited friends in Watsonville, Cal.,
and had an excellent time. They were surprised to see him in uniform
but that made his visit all the more welcomed. No unpleasant
incidents and he 1is positively certain that Japanese would be mimx
welcomed back to evacuated areas.

26. James C. Nose-- Visited Seattle May 9-11. Friends and
acquaintances were hospitable but he believed strangers regarded
him as a Chinese or Filipino. Well received and stayed in home of
Caucasgian friend. His picture was published in a paper and he was
widely congratulated.

27, Jim 7. Suzuki-- Visited Caucasian friends in Seattle, Wash
May 20-22., Had no unpleasant experiences during his visit and was
accorded good treatment at hotel and restaurants. Had a good time
with friends and would like to go back,

28, Albert Ichihara-- Visited Cauczsian and Chinese friends in
Seattle, May 18-22. Cordial welcome by friends, and nopnpleasant
experiences., He believes that the Japanese can go back into the
Western Lefense Command without much difficulty.

29, John K. Endo-- Visited “Yaucasian friends in Castorville,
Cal., near ®alinas, May 15-17. The reception was grand and he had no
trouble of any kind, either in the town or en route.

30. Nagasawa, ichiro J.--Visited Seattle, May 30 to “Yune 2,
and stayed with Caucasian friends. His welcome by friends was good
though he believes that the uniform does make a difference. ie had
no 1ll treatmebt by anyone.



4-- Report on visits

31. Gichi Yamaggata-~ Visited Salinas, Cal., two days and
Reedley, Cal., two days, i May 15-19. Found friends cordial and
strangers attentive and well disposed probably because he was in
uniform. Had no difficulty with police or other soldiers. It made
him lonesome to visit his old haunts and things generally did not
look so cheerful but he'd be glad to go back.

- 32, Hisashi Nishimura.--Vigsited friends and ex-schodl teachers
in Seattle and was cordially received. Strangers probably thought he
was Chinese and police were unquestioning. Believed morale was
good and thought Nisel would be welcomed back generally. Other
soldiers were particularly friendly to him after reading pileces
about Japanese Combat Team.

34. Ko Onodera-- Visited Seattle May 18-22 and found
friends cordial, other soldiers no different and was ignored by
officials. Believes evacuees could go back without difficulty.
Found former Japanese district "dead" with weeds growing where
farms ought to be producing. (< ., N, r0)

35. YAE¥SM Tatsumi ‘ada-- Visited Seattle demm May 12-14
and would have liked to have more time there due to #mm friendly
reception from 211 including other soldiers and officials.
Encountered no incidents himself and heard of none affecting other
returned Japanese American soldiers.

END



28 June 1943 40

Dear Semetor Comnallys

The writer of the attached letter, Private First

Class Charlie Rose, A5N R-3508960, Hed. Det., Stution Hospitsl,
Hamilton Field, Californis, ir voliecing an objection to the
wnnphm of Japanese Americans into the Army, zives nmo

reason for nis stated views. Regardless of what may impell
him te offer the objeetion, it earnct be eonsidered by the
War Department as justifying a poilcy of rot using loyal
Anerican citizens of Japanese extraction in the military
service.

The Army now has approximaetely 8,000 Japanese
American ecitisens in the Army and of these approximately 4,500
belong to the 442d Infantry Coubat Team, stationed at Camp
Shelby, Wiseissippli. These men are proving to be excellent
soldiers and the disiplinary record of the Camp Shelby orzani-
sation is one of the best in the Army. WNot only has there been
8o indieation of any disloyalty on the part of these soldiers
but to the contrary they have evidenced a wholeheurted desire
to do their full duty. It is believed that the unit will do
well in combat when itz training has been completed.

In addition to the Camp Shelby organization there are
& number of Japanese American soldiers in other irmy units. Im
faet, some of these soldiers are serving if theaters of opera-
ticn in cowbat with the enemy, and fmu a1l reports they are
doing thelr 4ty in & lighly commendable mapner. Only recently
three of them were decorated for excepticnal meritorious service.
There are other Japanese Ameriecan soldiers being traimed for and
employed ir eonfidential assignments, and thege too have satis-
factorily demonstrated thelr dependsbility and loyalty.

The use of Japanese Americam eitiszens in the Army is

in accordance with the poliecy stated by the Secretary of ¥ar on

Januwayy 28, 1943, at which time he ammounced the Far Department's
plan teo organize the Japanese American Combat Team. AL that time
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he made the following statement.

"It is the irherent right of every faithful citizem,
regardless of ancestry, to bear arms in the Nation's battle.
When obstacles to the free expression of that right are im-
posed by emergency ccmsiderations, those barriers should be
removed as soon &s humanly possible. Loyalty to country is
a voice that must be heard, and I am glad that I sm now able
to give active proof that this basic Ameriecan belief is not
a casualty of war.”

S8ince it appears that Private Rose has no information
of either the value of Japanese American soldiers to the war
effort or of their loyalty apmd dependability, it 1s suggested
he be advised that the War Department is carrying out the prin-
ciples of democracy as expressed by the Secretary of War, and
there is every indication that the young Japanese Americam citi-
gens in the Army are demomstrating their loyalty to the United
States with a zeal ecual to other American citizens.

Sincerely,

(S1GNED)

WILLIAM P. SCOBEY
Colorel, General Staff
Executive to Ass't Secretary of War

The Homorable Tom Comnally
United States Cenate
Washington, P. C,

Enel.
Ltr to Semator Comnally from Pfc Charlie Rose, Hamilton

Field, Calif., dated 12-6-43. Commenting on JAs in the Army.
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hpril 12, 1943

Dezr Roanes

Twiee before I have writtem to you with reference
to imerican Legioneires of Japanese extraction. In these
letters I have givem you lepressions of loyalty on the part
of these Japanese Leflionaires. These were my observations
in the Japanese Peloc:tion Centers I visited.

I stated in my letters that it is my feeling that
some recogrition should be givem to these Leglonaires who,
although they have yellow skins snd slant eyes, definitely
apd by positive asctions indicate thelr loyalty to this
country. In nearly all cases these men were sliems, borm
in Japan, but Congress ssw fit to .ive them citisenship
for thelr services in the last war, Now svents prove that
with but few exceptions these men value their ecitizenship
and zzk to prove their worth to their adopted country.

4 significant example of this is indicated in the
cuoted paregraph givem below, from o report made by Mejor
8¢ Lo 4. Mershall on the situstion which existed st the
Tale Lake, Califcrnia, Relocation Center during the perlod
the War Departasnt Registrstion Teams were registering
Japanese Amerisan male citizens as a preliaminary to the plam
for organizing our Jepanese Americsn Cowbst Team. The War
Departaent Registration Tesm encoumtered =z serious situation
at Tule Lake, The disloyal Japanese had entered into a con-
spirecy to frustrate the military regietration end sctively
sttempted to break it wp. One of the loyel groups whoe wate-
rially assisted the Army teams im this registretion was the
American Legion growp. I guote here from Mejor Harshallts

report:

*l cannot refrain from expressing ay high regard
for this latter zroup (American Legiomsires) or from comment-
ing on the serious injustice that hos been done by the United
States. Certainly the highest credit iz due them for their
service, tnd yet no one has come forward to speak for them.
Instesd of burning with resentment becaure they 7ere treated
just like the rest of the peocple of Japanese blood, these

(3sog -di'em u01FeT UOTIGUWY (gp MSY ‘ON °*31888T)
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veteruns heve done their best to reconcile opinicn in the

Center to the situation, Few men are more deserving of

better trestment st this ecountry's hands then these, and

few have gotten less, On one day when reglstration had

consed entirely, am Issed sixty-two yeors of age, bedily : ;
111 snd walking with & cane, come to the registration hall, . ;
I expressed astonishment at seeing him, He said: "I am a f
eitizen. This is my country. I won my citizenship fighting

in the last war.® I seid: "How do you wish to answer the

guestion as to whether you are willing to serve ir the armed

forces?® He repllied, taking the citiszenship papers from

his pocket: "How eould I prove myself worthy of these papers

unless I were willing to go agein?® I told him thet he wight

be in physiced danger because he was registering when the

thousands would have no part of it. His words were theses

"Do you think I am afraid of these people whem I have been

a soldier of the United States?™ I had no answer for him,

but I had and still have the deep conviction that it is

time for the country to say something to these men and to

treat them with the same kind of dignity that they have
accorded thelir citizenship.®
It i# my sincere hope that regardless of the

general o:zadt&u by the California Legicns, some recogni-
ven

I hope that upon your return from your North
African trip I will have an opportunity te talk to you sbout
this matter and that you will in the mecntime inform me on
the action proposed.

Eincerely,

Colonel Roane Waring, National Commander
American Legion

War Hemorial Building

Indienepolis, Indiana
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