-cmmzcuwm mmatwmlw.m:t twm X
there late in the swmer of 1943, and embarked for North Africs, %rmn.f .
tol%,mmmmmmwﬁwwm. =

i

Buch publicity has followsd the movements of this colorful battalion,
Their esperness to meet the enomy, herolsm in battle, pride in the United
States army and in themgelves as soldiers--these have been often reported
by the press, However, in the interval since thelr departure from Shelby
mmmmmmmny at CHO to study thelr mail to deternine
their personsl resctions to the long-twaited overseas duly,

On Janusyy 17=-18, 56 letters were received from the 100th Infantry
mxwwmm:&ummm One letter in Japanese was
Aransferred to San Prancisco, Careful notes taken on each of the 55 remain.
ing have bean compiled inmto o brief report of 100th Infantry worele, This
mm it will be remembored, has been regarded even by tho san (they often

tl’iawelm* Sanataatm Thelr condust and morale
4wmmm&mmmmammrmmmwam
mummmwmazsmm.
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andence was written between December 20-30 when the
100th Infantry, mmmmm wa- temporarily behind the front line,
The soldiers wmmmaramm(m-wmsmw-
fron home)--an unparalleled feast of turiey, & real Christmes tree, and, une
cxportodly; suiian 4 edaiiten Ahe dreh Talins wister, One SpBt
“Christuas day for us couldn't be any better than it's been so far, We really
Magmdtmwtawr%. Today we for the firet tiwe clomed for
business ard taking things sasy,” They feel themselves lucky "in spendling

a very peaceful Christsas behind the front lines," and are wstinting in theiy
praise of the Red Crossy "who made it (Christmes dimner) possible and they
&mmﬂltlaamﬁt%wtw&%%m@tm: werry & happy for every
sokiler over here," As a final touch to the festivitles, the soldiers were
entertained by a Us 5. O show festuring Husphrey 'Bmﬁ. toat letters mon
tion the event, One soldier writes to a frinds "Wish you were here to see

_ammrmmmwmmmwzwtammnm
wons "
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The 100th men have a healthy respect for thelr advmmea the

%mma, whon they consider not unconquerable, but tough., Yet they are fully

 gonfident of victory, A sergeant says: "ilthough we have talked with the
best of Herman Ooeringts end Homsel's boyse-I don't think Jerry is invineible, TRN

I wouldn't say Jerry is a pushover either, We have been held wp by Jerry &
B&thﬂ mmi.uam, damp, muddy weather for days and weeks till it seems like
not an easy war--it 1s & battle of the artillery and yet the

Rehboy ia the one who takes & lot of pundshment,” Anothers "Jexrry s 8
= Paivh old scoundrel but scmehow we will find a way to put an end to all this
g@ fﬂm marder, Ifi,t.mltba us it will be those waing after us,"

g éﬁéﬁﬁsiailﬂﬁﬂﬁi
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g@ 3 mmsm-mda W&mmmﬂaﬁa hae inereased aim T3Fp
§ { ihe J.O()th m‘mw, tried in ’a&tﬂe, proved wortly. "‘I’W rpprosent those of 9
e { Japanege ancestry in Howali and fight to vindicate thelr peoples "They are &

2 sdofing umm,s & sergeant says, "Flemty of guts and I'wm telling you I'm proud =

Nt them," Another, of a soldier killed in battles "He dled va.lantly—sll the

. From MID, Gounter Intelligens-
§ mm @roup, Uensorahip Branok.
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~ boys who have been taken away Ly the hand of fate dled «" There is
7 gpome breggings "I imagine you folks sew the newsreel picture abut us fighting
4 in the Walkiki theatre, How was 1t? Also in the Star Mulletin which wo row
ceive nowadays we read quite a lot about us, I sce some people are even
saying that we dre receiving too much publicity, Some people are jealous §)

In contrast, some feol that they have boen made a publicity instruments
'Imhawprohblyhommmmegmwlgdmltm

all you read in the papers--we are & very much of guinea
plges" There iz evidence, that the 100th s being lumped with the
Aedeliy's and prefers to ma ite separate indentity. "I have very little

respect for anyone who keeps callling us AJA'Ss instead of the 100th Inf, Dn,"

minpahinammhawsmwummGuanpﬂth
the Italian people. Language iz no obstacle to them, They combine a few
easily leamed Itallan words with proficient use of sign language, The intere
copts comment on exorbitant prices--25¢ for a fried egz, $12 (after much haggling)
for a fish, A few, more serious than the r.sty express concern over Italy's
srwtohed ssonontc plight, "There is very 1ittls grain aromsd bere, T oftem
wonder what the peasants live on, I don' see any livestock that amounts to
anything,” "The people use very little fuel-oil and practically no coal,
Eost of the towns & villages are wrecked, Jerry blows up almost every bridge.
The reconstruction of Italy will take centuries, Italy is & lost ampire."

Italy's cooking especially intervsts the Japanese-fawalians, but they
tum up dledainful nobos at fawed Italian spaghettis The natives ere termed
“gpecialists in gypeing® whose tricks include selling watered wine to the soldiers,
The Japanese-liawallians confess themselves inflerior musically to the Italians,

One explainas "I tried wy dimes worth of croaking but those Italians put me to
shame, I{ seems that everyone of thex is a direct descendent of Carusoc or sumpin,"

On Christmas passes they excitedly toured Itallan cities and were ime
pressed by the zagnificent architecture, art, and music, But many treasures
have been destroyed, many cities demmm. ‘It ds impossible, even for & few

forget the war, mmmumsm: "This country is so full
: ﬁiltw culture, art, wine, musite——should say, this country wag—
noutofltﬂy's.r-,loryismt, and gone, I have scen some nice
"’:ﬁ‘mve heard some good music, I have heard peasant girls sing beautifully, but
it isn't all romantice-there iz too wuch of the ugly reality of war all mmd

us, "

L ;
§ The 100th Infantry's bittemest enemy, excluding Jerry, is the Italian

. Life is rugged, A private complains: "the weather here is cold like

; mhmthemuby'* « Ceel] gosh, The feet is to cold hell,”
n@-mms The feel is gsure cold there's no place to keep 1t warm but under the a4
5= Blanket," Dut joyous as children, the soldiers forget inclement weather during
Ga, | Priefmonents of pleasure, A picturv show soon sets them laughing, uwmindful
E 3 their fvosen foot,

g\.f,f Like most wen who fight in the fromt lines, ihe Jarsnese-liaweiisns
= come to feel & gr ater need for faith in Ood, It conforts them to have in
ession the tangible symbols of their religlous areeds, They says "We
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attend the service we have herey so don't be swprise when the boys retum home
you find them going %o church on Sunday." "I received the rosayy, appreciate

it very auch, ?uthiaagmdthwwmmnm we can soe the effects

of it owr here,* "I recelved & package from James & Imsmhmagmm

to hang around wy necl, Now I have more confidence in myself," "You know the
mmmtmmmmmwammmm.

Bapecially at Christuas the soldiers are lonely for home., "is for
Italy, its all right" says one, "but ne place on sarth can touch good old Hawalll"
Another: "Oive me thw states and good old Hpwall and IV11 be hepry," A thirds
"1 miss the island climate very much, Tho it's quite long since we left, it's
otill in me, That is, the Hawalian in me, Mo matier how long one siays away
from the islands you jw& m*t forget + e warm Hawalisn weather," But thm
is 1ittle complaining, "Things out here are pretty tough, I'1l admit but still
we are dofng alright I think and Izmm%pethatwgnmwmemﬁm
victory in our hand by next yuar," "ig ars sweating out our Hew Year-and
hoping like hell that 19kl u:ul baing & brighter outlook on everythinge
overywhere, This war is pretty lim'a no denying about ite-but wetre
managing somelhonr," mahepammttwghmwghtmdmmmt}mtmﬂnhm
thaemgetaﬁmummmmmmﬂ

The 1.0th Infantyy does not inlend to return wntil war is ended,
They are seasoned soldiere soon 40 go back to front line action, The lotters
reflact their greve sense of reaponsibility end determinition to finish tha
business in hend,




31 December 1943

Dear Colonel:

Hany excellent reports have been received
from the Fileld on the battle condiet of the 100th
Battalion cowposad of soldiers of Japrenese American
zncestry. The Assietant Seeretsry of War hsae asked
we to send you the following whiech eppeared in the
Yar Review of the Secretary of War of November 25:

‘ug Y300T- Aq3wejul v 8L°2%PE MSV

"General Clark reports that the 100th
Infentry Battalion, composed of Americans
of Japanese ancestry, continues to meke &
highly creditable combat record. These
soldlers are well-trained sand well-disciplined
and fight with confidence and resolution.
They are particularly skillful in scouting
end patrolling. They sre cheerful sznd un-
complaining, and their rate of {llness ie¢
prascticelly nil. "

Sinecerely,

MoM
$ !
£ 8
g =
£
2§
=1

HARRISON A, CYRHARDT
Lt, Colomel, Generzl Steff Corps
Executive to Ass't Seeretsry of ¥ar

Commanding Officer
442nd Combat Tesm
Cemp Shelby, Miss,

2% °3Q 18
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT

JDJD B24 CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER WDCC
Filed 10/1219A

t 1943

INCOMING MESSAﬁﬁ

PRIORITY

A . wﬁﬁﬂ}*/'
From: Algiers _ o
Tos War :
No, W-2136/5448  10th October 1943

Signed Eisenhower. Action AGWAR information Adv AFHO CP
pergonal for C in C, Cite FHGCT.

Paraphrase of message from Clark referemce AGWAR
9316 October 5th and Adv AFHQ CP 680 October 9th states

"Japanese 100 Separate Battalion now in 34th
Division., As part .of RCT was used a® Advance Guard in
advance of 206 kilometers over 2 mountain road in 24
hours., Pefinite objectives were secured in the advance
- which covered 22 kilometers by day and 3 by night. Batw
talion efficiency considered very good, with prompt re-
action to ememy opposition. All available weapons used
with complete assurance. Under first fire 12 casualties
were suffered by leading company but advance continued
undeterred, Sgt (Shigeo Q Takts ?7) was recommended for
DSC posthumously, All ranks US Troops accept them with
confidence and friendliness due to good behavior and
high courage. Sickne#&s hospitalization slmost nil due
to desire to atay with ‘their unit,"

no sig
Note: 9316 is CM-OUT-1622 (5 Oct 43) OPD
ACTION: OPD
'INFORMATION: LOG

CHM-IN-6131 (10 Oet 43) 17462 ejv

e _ COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFD 320.2 Africa (10 Jul 43) WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF

OPERATIONS DIVISION
WASHINGTON

10 July 1943,

VEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR JOHN J. McCLOY:

Subject: 100th Infantry Battalion,

l, On 19 December 1942 General Eisenhower signified a willing-
ness to accept the 100th Infantry Battalion (Japanese) after it had
received its combined training. He had previously been informed that
it was to have completed its combined training and be available for
shipment in June,

2, The unit is now available, well trained and has completed
its training cycle,

3« On the 7th of July a radiogram was dispatched to General
Eisenhower informing him that the unit was trained and available
and that it was desired that this unit be placed in combat at an
early date, He was then questioned as to whether he desired it,
To date, no reply has been received to latter radiogram,

J. E. HULL,
Brigadier Gener:’ .
Chief, Thuater Group, U..=u.GS.
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DECLASSIFIED

Authority UNP ?‘MQ’ Z
By ENARA Date 1.19'03

Yt VAlaa

FRE T T S CMFCRCA
Bt = W 1

19 October 1943

Dear General MHeHalr:

I am returning herewith the report of
investigation of conditions affecting members of the
442nd Combat Team at Uamp Shelby. This thorough
study of present conditions reassures wme that the
gltuation ie not serious and is iwproving gradually.

The report of the fine performance of the
100th Battallon in battle will be of great interest to
the 442nd and should act as & spur to thelr efforts
to further improve their present very creditable record.

aincerely,
SIGRED) JOHM J. HoULOX
John J, MeCloy

Lt. Genersl L, J. Nellaiy

Commanding Genersl, Army Ground Forces
Room 28, Army Wer College

Vashington, D, C.

¥ne, Ltr. undated from General Hodges & report,
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DECLASSIFIED

Authority NP 062
‘PYMNARA Date f.ff'og ﬂ nArIne i

9 July 1943

MEMORANDU# FOR GENERAL HULL:

Fould it not be possible to send the
100th Infantry Battelion oversess soon? I under-
stand thet General Eisenhower geid thet he was
prepared to take them. I slso understend that
they &re good, heve been training for a long time,
ené every indicstion from their mail and otherwise
thet I get is that they are most eeger to go.

I think it might tend to improve some
of the tension on the West Coamst if they did get
inte combat, and I think slso that they would prove
1o be useful troops.

It might be & solution to enlsrge this

bettelion into & regiment, end with our 44Znd
Infantry develop & 1light two regiment division.

' (SIGNED) JOEN J, MeCLOY
John J. ¥eCloy

Enc:
Report on Heil From the 100th Infentry Battelion




